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An Enhanced Drug Driver Testing Regime 

Portfolios Police I Acting Associate Transport (Hon James Shaw) 

On 12 September 2018, the Cabinet Economic Development Committee (DEV): 

Background 

l noted that:

1.1 the number of road deaths in New Zealand has been rising since 2013; 

1.2 to reverse this trend, the government has put safety at the forefront of decision
making on land transport in the Government Policy Sltatement on Land Transport 
2018 and is developing a new road safety strategy; 

Drugs that impair driving are being used by drivers in New Zealand 

2 noted that, although there are some limitations in the data available, research demonstrates 
there are number of recreational and prescriptions drugs and other substances that have the 
potential to impair driving ability and increase crash risk; 

3 noted that a significantly large number of New Zealanders are using impairing drugs and 
driving; 

New Zealand's current drug driver testing regime has limitations 

4 noted that: 

4.1 New Zealand's current drug driving detection and enforcement regime is based on a 
behavioural test that is effective for identifying drug dlrivers, but is resource 
intensive; 

4.2 the New Zealand Police is not able to undertake enough tests to provide effective 

general deterrence of drug driving; 

Legislation 

5 noted that a Member's Bill, the Land Transport (Random Oral Fluid Testing) Amendment 
Bill (the Member's Bill), which commenced its first reading on 5 September 2018, seeks to 
introduce oral fluid testing as an enhancement to the current compulsory impairment testing 
regime; 
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