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1. This paper seeks agreement to:

a a proposed approach to completing implementation of the Government,s Road Safetyto 2010 strategy to achieve the strategy goals- includinj " itut.nolder engagementprogramme which would commence in June 2006; and

b release of two independent review reports which were completed in Novemb er zoo4,which would be positioned as useful input to the proposeo siaxenolder engagement.
2' This paper does not recommend any specific policy interventions al this stage. Resultsof the initial stakeholder engagement process will be reporteJl".x to the cjmmittee bythe end of July 2006 with a view to preparing firm policy proposals, if appropriate, by theend of september 2006 for possible inclusiin in a Land rransport Amendment Bilf thatcould be prepared for introduction during 2007.

Executive summary

3' Road traffic crashes result in more years of life 
?gin.g r9f_tfran any other source of injuryin New zealand' The Governmenfs Road safety n zoto strategy is to reduce deathsand injuries substantially by achieving road safery'gorl;. c;;;ffi; improvernent in roadsafety requires a re-framing of the *"-y in wnicn sireg is both ui.*.6 and managed.

4' Currently the road safety picture is positive with a record equal low road toll (with 2002) in2005' and the fatality rates per 1oo,0o0 persons, ano per 10,000 vehicles tracking down.More will be required however, to meet the Government's goal of no more than 300deaths and 4,500 hospitalisations each year by the end of 2010. For example, there areserious concerns about the key indicatois tor noln alcohol and speed where the fatalitiesand serious injuries are either increasing or failint to improve. lmportanly, the impacts ofalcohol and speed crashes are falling ,n.u.nii on the broader driving population withyoung (15 to 24year ords) drivers beirig particurarry at risk.
5' The Road safety to 2010 strategy and the safety Administration programme (sAp),which funds the interventions in.tne strategy, *.r" ino.pendenily reviewed in 2004. Thereviews' conclusions were that tne 

"sirategy 
goars ars achievable providedimplementation of the strategy is complet.J'""0 Jore additional interventions are



I

introduced. A br ief  summary of  the f indings and recomrnendat ion/conclusions of  the

reviews along with a full copy of each review is attached'

6.  The f indings, conclusions and recommendat ions of  these reviews informed a process of

consideration by the Minister for Transport safety and the Ministers of Transport and

police of the snape and content of a pa.k"gu of interventions to complete implementation

of the government,s Road safety to 2010 strategy over the next three years and help

achieve tne straiegy's goals. Th; outcome of thiJ consideration led to development of a

broad ranging work programme' which would be implemented sequentially'

7. Many of the work programme init iatives can be achieved without significant resource or

legislative impact, io1. "*rtple addressing fatigue. Others need more research and wil l

be progressively addressed over the next ihree years.  A number of  in i t iat ives around the

safety of both roads and vehicles are included in this category' However' there are four

crit ical issues requiring Ministerial attention now if the strategy goals are to be met'

These are.

a publ ic release of  the independent reviews (urgent ly needed now);

b endorsement of  a stakeholder engagement process to strengthen road safety pol icy

development processes and ennlnle road safety outcomes. This would be done

initially through a series of focused pre-poli iy stakeholder workshops to be

undertaken dur ing June 2006 on a smari  numbei of  h igh pr ior i ty and controversial

road safety ittr"Jwith stakeholders, specifically focussing on;

i ) d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e r i s k s f a c e d b y y o u n g a n d n o v i c e d r i v e r s ;

i i) a more effective penalty regim,e for speed management which improves

outcomes and addresses thL "revenue gathering" myth' This potentially

includes the introJuction of demerit poinG on sp-eed offences detected by

cameras allowing for greater f lexibil i ty in the use of demerit points;

i i i) more effective management. of alcohol-related road safety risks among

voung and novice driv-ers and heavy vehicle-andrcommercial vehicle drivers

(in"ir"oing all those holding passenger service. endorsernents)' This

ioLnti"riv includes an option to redefine young drivers from under 20 year

ofds to under zs ve^'r olis, and lowering the blood -alcohol 
level (BAC) from

0.03mg of alcoh|i p"t tdomt of blood to an enforcement level BAC of

O.O t mgll 00m1, effectively zero; and

iv) reversing the current trend of increasing numbers and proportions of fatal

and serious injury crashes where alcohol is a contributing factor' This

poLnlLrrv includes introducing an infringement offence for drivers with BAC

levels between O.OSrg of  a lc6hol  per lOOmt and the current l6 i t  of  008m9

per  100m1.

Background

g. Road traffic crashes result in more years of l i fe being lost than any other sou{ce of injury

in New Zealand. They are the reading cause of oeJtn to chirdren - being 45 percent of
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