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11 March 2026 OC260146 

Hon James Meager Action required by: 

Associate Minister of Transport  Thursday, 12 March 2026 

DEPARTMENTAL CONSULTATION FEEDBACK ON LAND TRANSPORT RULES 

REFORM KEY DECISIONS CABINET PAPER  

Purpose 

This briefing summarises feedback received as part of departmental consultation on the draft Land 

Transport Rules Reform: Key Decisions Cabinet paper and provides an updated paper based on our 

recommended responses. 

Key points 

• Departmental consultation on the draft Cabinet paper Land Transport Rules Reform: Key

Decisions closed on Monday 9 March 2026.

• Agencies generally supported efficiency-focused proposals (such as lane use changes and

heavy vehicle productivity/decarbonisation) but sought clarification on the road safety

impacts of extending inspection intervals, especially for motorcycles.

• Officials have prepared further analysis of the implications of the proposed changes for

motorcycles and recommend excluding them from the proposed changes, maintaining

current inspection requirements. This is because of the risk that the negative safety effects of

reduced inspection intervals could outweigh compliance-cost savings.

• We seek your agreement to circulate an updated Cabinet paper for ministerial consultation,

reflecting your decision on the question above.
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to refine implementation and 
detailed design, and to inform 
advice on final policy decisions. 

Heavy 
vehicle 
productivity  

Productivity and decarbonisation 
benefits (MfE) 

MfE supported changes that 
reduce regulatory burden, 
improve freight productivity, and 
remove barriers to uptake of 
zero‑emissions heavy vehicles, 
including licensing settings. 

No changes to the 
Cabinet paper.  

Overall 
programme 

Fiscal impact and uncertainty 
(the Treasury) 

Requested clearer commentary 
on expected net impacts 
(including NLTF effects) and 
acknowledgement of uncertainty 
around cost and revenue 
estimates. 

The Cabinet paper 
has been updated 
to better describe 
fiscal impact and 
uncertainty.  

Additional analysis of motorcycle safety considerations regarding WOF changes  

4 The Cabinet paper included motorcycles in the proposal to reduce inspection frequency to 

two-yearly for vehicles up to fourteen years old. NZ Police feedback queried their inclusion 

based on the fact that motorcycles are overrepresented in crashes, including crashes where a 

vehicle defect was present.  

5 In responding to NZ Police, we identified that our modelling omitted data on motorcycle 

crashes that should have been included in the analysis. We have now undertaken further 

analysis that suggests the additional negative safety effects of including motorcycles in the 

proposed changes likely outweigh the benefits of reduced compliance costs.  

You could leave motorcycle inspection requirements as they are, or pursue a more modest reduction 

6 We recommend excluding motorcycles from the proposed changes to inspection frequency 

for other light vehicles, and doing one of the following: 

6.1 Option 1: Maintain existing inspection requirements for motorcycles (preferred): 

• Annual inspection for motorcycles first registered after 1 January 2000 

• Six-monthly inspections for motorcycles first registered before 1 January 2000 but 

less than forty years old (Approximately 25,000 vehicles) 

• Annual inspections for motorcycles over forty years old (Approximately 14,000) 

6 2 Option 2: Require annual inspection for all motorcycles: This would reduce the 

frequency of inspection for approximately 25,000 vehicles from six-monthly to annual, 

but this number (motorcycles first registered before 1 January 2000 but under forty 

years old) would decrease over time. 

7 The following table summarises our assessment of each option, relative to the status quo, 

using the criteria used to assess other changes: 
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ANNEX 1 DRAFT LAND TRANSPORT RULES REFORM PROGRAMME: KEY 

POLICY DECISIONS - CABINET PAPER - 11 MARCH 2026 
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