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OC250646 
 
8 August 2025 
 

 
Tēnā koe , 
 
I refer to your email dated 14 July 2025, requesting the following under the Official Information Act 
1982 (the Act): 
 

“I have recently reviewed the Driver Licensing Review, Literature Review of Heavy Vehicle 
Safety (https://www.transport.govt.nz/assets/Uploads/Report/Literature-review-of-heavy-
vehicle-driver-licensing.pdf). 
 
I would like to request updated information from the figures referenced in the report, that 
was described as NZTA elaboration from data extract provided by Ministry of Transport.  
 
If this data is not available in this particular form, can MOT please provide suggest what 
similar available data is available in each category: 
 

1. Fatal crashes in trucks and light vehicles in New Zealand, per million vehicle kilometers 
travelled, 2013-2024 (page 4 of the Literature Review). 
 

2. All injury accidents involving trucks and light vehicles in New Zealand, per million vehicle 
kilometers travelled, 2013-2024 (page 5 of the Literature Review). 
 

3. Percentage of heavy vehicle drivers involved in injury accidents in NZ assigned full or 
partial responsibility, 2008-14 (page 12 of the Literature Review).  
 

4. A list of the titles of all reports, papers, and reviews completed by Ministry of Transport 
concerning heavy vehicle safety produced since 2020.  
 
In the event that the requested data is not available, can MoT please contact me directly to 
help me refine the request, I’m very happy to amend as needed.” 

On 23 July 2025, we reached out to clarify scope of point 4 of your request. We provided some 
context around past and current projects concerning heavy vehicle safety with which the Ministry 
has been involved, and some links to publicly available materials on the Road to Zero strategy and 
New Zealand’s Road Safety Objectives. The Road Safety Objectives replaced the Road to Zero 
strategy in October 2024 and set the Government’s road safety priorities for the next three years.  
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We also advised that in relation to points 1 and 2 of your request, the 2024 vehicle kilometres 
travelled (VKT) values are not yet available in the Motor Vehicle Register (MVR) and so we were 
only able to provide the data requested for 2013-2023. This is because odometer readings are 
collected during Warrant of Fitness inspections, which occur for most vehicles every 6 or 12 
months. We advised that this data should become available in the coming months. 
 
Regarding point 3 of your request, we clarified that the requested graph update was not actually a 
time series analysis but the percentage of heavy vehicle drivers involved in crashes with full or 
partial responsibility, by age group of the driver (for 2008 – 2014 i.e. the total over 7 years). Thus, a 
response to this point would contain the equivalent graph but updated using 2017 – 2023 data. 
 
You responded that same day to confirm: 
 
“In relation to each part of the request: 
Point 1 and 2: Noted, thank you. 2013-2023 data will be great. I’m assuming that won’t be treated 
as a new request, on the basis these requests remain substantively the same, minus a year? 
Point 3: My mistake, sorry. Happy to accept your proposed amendment.  
Point 4: Thank you for that helpful information, happy to withdraw this element of the request.” 
 
We emailed back on 23 July to confirm withdrawal of point 4 of your request. 
 
The data you have requested is enclosed. 
 
You have the right to seek an investigation and review of this response by the Ombudsman, in 
accordance with section 28(3) of the Act. The relevant details can be found on the Ombudsman’s 
website www.ombudsman.parliament.nz  
 
The Ministry publishes our Official Information Act responses and the information contained in our 
reply to you may be published on the Ministry’s website. Before publishing we will remove any 
personal or identifiable information. 
 
Nāku noa, nā 
 

 
 
 
Roselle Thoreau 
Manager, Insights and Analytics  
 



Heavy vehicle crash statistics for OIA request 
(OC250646) from Transporting New Zealand 
Updated information from Driver Licensing Review, Literature Review of Heavy Vehicle 
Safety for the following: 

Figure 1: Fatal crashes in trucks and light vehicles in New Zealand, per million vehicle 
kilometres travelled (page 4 of the Literature Review). 

Figure 2: All injury accidents involving trucks and light vehicles in New Zealand, per million 
vehicle kilometres travelled (page 5 of the Literature Review). 

Figure 3: Percentage of heavy vehicle drivers involved in injury accidents in NZ assigned 
full or partial responsibility by age group (page 12 of the Literature Review). 
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Fatal crashes in trucks and light vehicles in New 
Zealand, per million vehicle kilometres travelled 
Please note: upon running the analysis for this request, it was discovered that the original 
report graph title was incorrect, and the numbers reported were actually per 100 million km 
travelled (the original report title stated per million km travelled), as per Truck crash fact 
sheet 2017. Note: There may be issues with this link so this document is enclosed at the end of the response

Hence, we present current analysis of the historical graph, and for the new time period, per 
100 million vehicle km travelled to allow direct comparison. Historical data is shown from 
2003 onwards, due to unavailability of 2002 and earlier travel data. 
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Injury crashes in trucks and light vehicles in New 
Zealand, per million vehicle kilometres travelled 
Please note: upon running the analysis for this request, it was discovered that the original 
report graph title was incorrect, and the numbers reported were actually per 100 million km 
travelled (the original report title stated per million km travelled), as per in Truck crash fact 
sheet 2017. 

Hence, we present current analysis of the historical graph, and for the new time period, per 
100 million vehicle km travelled to allow direct comparison. Historical data is shown from 
2003 onwards, due to unavailability of 2002 and earlier travel data. 
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Percentage of heavy vehicle drivers involved in injury 
accidents in NZ assigned full or partial responsibility by 
age group 
Please note that the report graph was unclear as to if “injury” referred to injury crashes 
only (as provided in the figure above), or to fatal and injury crashes. The latter has been 
provided. 
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Definitions/notes 
Crash data based on data extracted from the Crash Analysis System 2025-06-12. 

For the crash data: 

• light vehicles have been defined as including cars, vans, utes, SUVs and do not 
include motorcycles and mopeds 

• heavy vehicle drivers includes truck and bus drivers 

The determination of full or partial responsibility/fault for a crash is based on the crash 
movements and crash cause factors assigned in the Crash Analysis System. It is not 
based on legal liability or court conviction. Fault/responsibility here only considers driver 
and rider factors contributing to the crash. There may also be road or system factors that 
contributed to the crash. 

Vehicle kilometres travelled (VKT) from Table 2a, Quarterly Fleet report data, March 2025, 
accessed 28 July 2025. 

For the VKT: 

• light vehicle travel includes that by light passenger vehicles and light commercial 
vehicles and do not include motorcycles and mopeds 

• truck travel includes truck only 
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Disclaimer 
All reasonable endeavours are made to ensure the accuracy of the information in this report. However, 

the information is provided without warranties of any kind including accuracy, completeness, 

timeliness or fitness for any particular purpose. 

The Ministry of Transport excludes liability for any loss, damage or expense, direct or indirect, and 

however caused, whether through negligence or otherwise, resulting from any person or organisation's 

use of, or reliance on, the information provided in this report. 

Under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International (BY) licence, this document, 

and the information contained within it, can be copied, distributed, adapted and otherwise used 

provided that –  

 the Ministry of Transport is attributed as the source of the material 

 the material is not misrepresented or distorted through selective use of the material 

 images contained in the material are not copied 

  

The terms of the Ministry’s Copyright and disclaimer apply. 

 

Additional information 

Enquires relating to crash statistics may be directed to the Ministry of Transport, PO Box 3175, 

Wellington, or by email on info@transport govt.nz. For more information about road safety, visit the 

Ministry of Transport website at www.transport.govt nz.  

A selection of fact sheets is available via the research section of the Ministry of Transport website.  

These include:  

Crash fact sheets 
 Alcohol and drugs 

 Cyclists 

 Diverted attention 

 Fatigue 

 Motorcyclists 

 Overseas drivers 

 Pedestrians 

 Speed 

 Trucks 

 Young drivers 

 

Travel survey fact sheets 
 Comparing travel modes 

 Cycling 

 Driver travel  

 Motorcycling 

 Public transport 

 Risk on the road 

 Introduction and mode comparison 

 Drivers and their passengers 

 Pedestrians, cyclists and motorcyclists 

 Walking
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Time series 

Table 1: Deaths and injuries in crashes involving trucks (1980–2016) 

 Deaths Injuries 

Year Truck 
occupants 

Other road 
users Total % of road 

toll 
Truck 

occupants 
Other road 

users Total % of road 
injuries 

1980 15 53 68 12% 190 693 883 6% 
1981 16 75 91 15% 186 712 898 6% 
1982 12 89 101 15% 246 670 916 6% 
1983 4 80 84 12% 203 675 878 5% 
1984 13 86 99 15% 237 820 1,057 6% 
1985 15 99 114 17% 271 905 1,176 6% 
1986 15 84 99 13% 274 903 1,177 6% 
1987 16 95 111 14% 309 859 1,168 6% 
1988 11 83 94 12% 307 786 1 093 6% 
1989 14 122 136 19% 272 795 1,067 6% 
1990 7 96 103 14% 280 893 1 173 7% 
1991 15 82 97 13% 291 681 972 6% 
1992 6 93 99 15% 258 736 994 6% 
1993 12 94 106 16% 297 783 1,080 7% 
1994 24 97 121 20% 331 851 1,182 7% 
1995 13 105 118 20% 380 890 1,270 8% 
1996 26 68 94 16% 359 784 1,143 8% 
1997 12 86 98 19% 308 720 1,028 8% 
1998 11 76 87 16% 282 702 984 8% 
1999 17 100 117 23% 288 637 925 8% 
2000 16 78 94 18% 241 519 760 7% 
2001 13 77 90 19% 284 634 918 7% 
2002 13 59 72 16% 337 687 1,024 7% 
2003 16 58 74 18% 349 650 999 7% 
2004 19 70 89 19% 401 724 1,125 8% 
2005 21 71 92 21% 367 766 1,133 8% 
2006 15 71 86 21% 375 766 1,141 8% 
2007 10 64 74 18% 396 780 1,176 7% 
2008 7 51 58 16% 373 788 1,161 8% 
2009 7 51 58 15% 279 615 894 6% 
2010 16 41 57 15% 278 593 871 6% 
2011 12 38 50 18% 247 646 893 7% 
2012 10 42 52 17% 246 534 780 6% 
2013 7 40 47 19% 241 506 747 6% 
2014 13 54 67 23% 246 526 772 7% 
2015 10 48 58 18% 226 582 808 7% 
2016 10 65 75 23% 274 576 850 7% 
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Types of truck rig involved in crashes 

Figure 8: Trucks involved in fatal crashes (2012–2016) 

 
 

Note: A Train: A towing vehicle with a semi trailer followed by a full trailer. 
 B Train: A towing vehicle with two semi-trailers attached. 

 

 
Table 4: Heavy combination rigs as a percentage of all trucks involved in crashes, by 
crash severity and road type (2012–2016) 

Type of road Fatal crashes Serious injury  
crashes 

Minor injury 
crashes 

Urban 43% 20% 15% 

Open road 49% 36% 34% 

Total 48% 31% 26% 
 

Note: Combinations include: truck and trailer; semi-trailer; and A or B train. 
 

The bigger combination rigs feature more in open road crashes than urban crashes. For all areas, the 

bigger rigs feature more in fatal crashes than injury crashes.  
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Types of road users who die, or are injured, in truck crashes 

Figure 9: Types of road users who die or are injured in truck crashes, by injury 
severity (2012–2016) 

 
 

Fewer than one in five deaths in truck crashes are truck drivers or passengers. Sixty-two percent are 

car or van drivers or passengers. The other 21 percent are the less well-protected road users — 

pedestrians (9 percent), motorcyclists (8 percent) and cyclists (4 percent). For non-fatal injuries from 

truck crashes, the pattern changes to: 57 percen  car occupants; 31 percent truck occupants; and 12 

percent for other road users   

Most of the truck occupant casualties from road crashes (82 percent of the deaths and 63 percent of 

the injuries) die, or are injured, in crashes that involve only trucks.  

In collisions that involve only one car and one truck, 98 percent of the deaths, 89 percent of the 

serious injuries and 83 percent of the minor injuries are car occupants. These numbers reflect the fact 

that, in collisions between large vehicles and small vehicles (or unprotected road users), the 

occupants of the smaller vehicles are more likely to be seriously injured than the occupants of the 

larger vehicles. 
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Terminology 

Fatal injuries: injuries that result in death within 30 days of the crash. 

Serious injuries: fractures, concussions, internal injuries, crushings, severe cuts and lacerations, 

severe general shock necessitating medical treatment and any other injury involving removal to and 

detention in hospital. 

Minor injuries: injuries of a minor nature such as sprains and bruises. 

Social cost: a measure of the total cost of road crashes to the nation. It includes: loss of life and life 

quality; loss of productivity; and medical, legal, court, and property damage costs. 

Trucks: includes light trucks. 

Vulnerable road users: road users not inside motor vehicles such as pedestrians, cyclists and 

motorcyclists. 

Crash fault/responsibility: Primary responsibility (at-fault) for a crash is based on the crash 

movements and crash cause factors assigned in the Crash Analysis System. It is not based on legal 

liability or court conviction. Fault/responsibility here only considers driver and rider factors contributing 

to the crash. There may also be road or system factors that contributed to the crash. 
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