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OC250876  
 
16 October 2025 
 

Tēnā koe  
 
I refer to your email dated 18 September 2025, requesting the following under the Official 
Information Act 1982 (the Act): 
 
 

“I would like to request information about call-outs for Land Search and Rescue operations 
for the last 5 years, broken down by year.  
 
Specifically, how many times Search and Rescue is deployed for land-based rescues per 
year, the highest cost per callout, the lowest cost per callout, and the average cost across all 
callouts.  
 
Also if it is stored, the activities that required search and rescue to be deployed; Hunting, 
tramping or others. Also were they due to PLBs being triggered or other means that were 
used to escalate these to search and rescue. Also how many fatalities occurred per year in 
the outdoors that search and rescue were called to but did not arrive in time, and how many 
fatalities occur while people were enjoying adventure recreation such as hunting or hiking 
and, the recorded cause of death.”  

 
On 29 September 2025, we reached out to invite you to refine the scope of your request but did not 
receive a response.  
 
We advised that New Zealand Search and Rescue (NZSAR) has a system called SARdonyx which 
captures some of the information requested. It collects data from NZ Police, Maritime New Zealand 
and some other agencies such as Land Search and Rescue. We advised that more information on 
SARdonyx could be found on the NZSAR website (https://www.nzsar.govt.nz/training-
resources/start/sardonyx/sardonyx-introduction) and that while we would be able to extract the 
information the Ministry holds and consider this under the Act, we did not hold all the information 
you are requesting. 
 
We followed up with you on the clarification sought on 6 October 2025 but did not receive a 
response.  
 
Therefore, we have responded to your request with the information that the Ministry holds. Some 
information is withheld under section 9(2)(a) of the Act to protect the privacy of natural persons, 
including that of deceased natural persons. 
  








