
Proactive Release 

Section Description of ground 
6(a) as release would be likely to prejudice the security or defence of New 

Zealand or the international relations of the New Zealand Government 
6(b) as release would be likely to prejudice the entrusting of information to the 

Government of New Zealand on a basis of confidence by  
(i) the Government of any other country or any agency of such a

Government; or
(ii) any international organisation

6(c) prejudice the maintenance of the law, including the prevention, investigation,
and detection of offences, and the right to a fair trial

9(2)(a) to protect the privacy of natural persons
9(2)(b)(ii) to protect information where the making available of the information would be 

likely unreasonably to prejudice the commercial position of the person who 
supplied or who is the subject of the information 

9(2)(ba)(i) to protect information which is subject to an obligation of confidence or which 
any person has been or could be compelled to provide under the authority of 
any enactment, where the making available of the information would be likely 
to prejudice the supply of similar information, or information from the same 
source, and it is in the public  

9(2)(ba)(ii) to protect information which is subject to an obligation of confidence or which 
any person has been or could be compelled to provide under the authority of 
any enactment, where the making available of the information would be likely 
otherwise to damage the public interest 

9(2)(f)(ii) to maintain the constitutional conventions for the time being which protect 
collective and individual ministerial responsibility  

9(2)(f)(iv) to maintain the constitutional conventions for the time being which protect 
the confidentiality of advice tendered by Ministers of the Crown and officials 

9(2)(g)(i) to maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through the free and frank 
expression of opinions by or between or to Ministers of the Crown or 
members of an organisation or officers and employees of any public service 
agency or organisation in the course of their duty 

9(2)(h) to maintain legal professional privilege 
9(2)(i) to enable a Minister of the Crown or any public service agency or 

organisation holding the information to carry out, without prejudice or 
disadvantage, commercial activities 

9(2)(j) to enable a Minister of the Crown or any public service agency or 
organisation holding the information to carry on, without prejudice or 
disadvantage, negotiations (including commercial and industrial negotiations) 

This document is proactively released by Te Manatū Waka the Ministry of Transport. 

Some information has been withheld on the basis that it would not, if requested under the 
Official Information Act 1982 (OIA), be released. Where that is the case, the relevant section 
of the OIA has been noted and no public interest has been identified that would outweigh 
the reasons for withholding it.   

Listed below are the most commonly used grounds from the OIA. 
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6 Transport Crown entity and state-owned entity (SOE) 
updates 

 
 
Key Updates 
 
Dangerous goods incident on 10 July  

A single round of live ammunition was found on an aircraft on 10 July. The ammunition, a shotgun 
cartridge, was found in the overhead baggage area in Auckland after the flight had arrived. The 
ammunition was identified by a member of Air New Zealand cabin crew in the process of checking 
the overhead lockers and was promptly reported to the Aviation Security Service (AvSec). After the 
report was received, the aircraft was searched by an AvSec explosive detection dog, and nothing 
further was detected. The ammunition was seized and handed over to NZ Police. 

As per standard AvSec procedure this incident has been investigated but it has not been 
determined whether the round was introduced into the aircraft by a passenger, how long it had 
been on the aircraft, nor whether it passed through an AvSec screening point. 

Carriage of ammunition is not permitted in carry-on luggage. AvSec uses x-ray imaging to screen 
carry-on baggage and our people are highly specialised at assessing the images and identifying 
restricted items. If an item is missed, and if we can identify when and by whom, that officer is given 
additional training.  

Every year thousands of prohibited items are seized by AvSec. Ammunition is not uncommon due 
to hunters travelling by air. If it is believed that ammunition is being deliberately concealed the 
matter is referred to NZ Police for investigation. In the 12 months to 7 August 2023 there have 
been 3678 instances where live rounds of ammunition have been removed from bags at screening 
points and none of these were determined to be deliberately concealed.   

Sixth Pacific Meteorological Council meeting and 3rd Pacific Ministerial Meeting 

The Authority’s Chief Meteorological Officer will be attending the 6th Pacific Meteorological Council 
meeting, followed by the 3rd Pacific Ministerial Meeting (PMMM-3) on Meteorology. Both meetings 
will be hosted by the Government of Fiji in Nadi from 14-18 August.   Also expected to attend 
PMMM-3 are the Prime Ministers of Fiji and Tonga, along with the ministers responsible for 
meteorology in the Pacific region. Delegates from MFAT, MetService and NIWA, will be attending 
from New Zealand. 
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Aviation Security Queues Taskforce 

As previously reported, the Authority established a Queues Taskforce on 16 June 2023 to support 
a specific focus on how the Authority can address “unacceptable” queues at Aviation Security 
screening points.  

The work of the Taskforce continues with regular (weekly updates) provided to stakeholders. The 
Taskforce has spurred the establishment of an industry group – the Aviation Security Stewardship 
Group (SSG) – which will have a focus on identifying, discussing, and collaborating on system-
wide security issues, including but not limited to issues such as queues. The SSG terms of 
reference have been worked through with key stakeholders (Board of Airlines Representatives NZ 
- BARNZ, and the NZ Airports Association. The intention is to have the first meeting of the SSG 
early in September.   

In the meantime, on 31 August 2023, the Authority will host a broader industry meeting with 
operational representatives of organisations with an interest in, and responsibility for aviation 
security. This is part of a series of meetings that started late in 2022 to support the overall 
operation of the aviation security system.  

 

Communications and External Engagement 7 August 2023  

Media plan – 7 days from Sunday 13 August 2023 

Nil 

Media mentions – 7 days to Wednesday 9 August 2023 

Date Activity Channel 

4 August 
2023 

Breakfast at 6:08 am featuring David Harrison 
 
Deputy Chief Executive Aviation Safety David Harrison appeared 
on TVNZ Breakfast to discuss pilot licensing and training 
requirements, and to explain that they are determined for safety 
reasons. This was in response to a piece that aired on 25 July 
featuring Ant Sproull from Air Milford and Irene King of Ardmore 
Flying School, lamenting a commercial pilot shortage and 
claiming that our standards are too high and a barrier for the 
industry. David made it clear that our role as a regulator is to 
uphold safety standards, not to bend to commercial or economic 
pressures.  

TVNZ 

8 August 
2023 

FIFA players skip queues 
 
Enquiry received about why FIFA WWC players are permitted to 
jump security screening queues, in response to a specific case. 
Statements were provided. The article describes a negative 
reaction from other passengers and questions why this service is 
offered.  

Stuff 
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8 August 
2023 

Talkback radio also covered the FIFA Women’s World Cup 
players being permitted to skip the queue. Radio host was firmly 
against the practice; callers were of mixed opinions. 

Newstalk ZB 
Christchurch 
morning 
show 

 

Upcoming communications and engagement 

Planned 
release/publish 

What Type Why 

July-August Make time to make it in 
time 

Digital campaign - 
social 

Educate passengers about 
what to expect at airport 
security, including allowing 
enough time to avoid 
queues.   

July-August Make time to make it in 
time 

Digital campaign - 
advertising 

Display and search 
advertising to educate 
passengers about what to 
expect at airport security, 
including allowing enough 
time to avoid queues. 
Targeting will include FIFA 
world cup spectators. 

August How to be a pilot - junior GAP booklet  BAU version update 

Aug-September Becoming a licensed 
aircraft maintenance 
engineer 

GAP booklet Minor update and then 
reprint 

July-September 
(multiple dates) 

Airworthiness and 
maintenance 

Face-to-face 
workshop with 
industry 

Education for owners and 
operators to increase their 
understanding of the 
requirements for 
maintaining their aircraft 

September Vector Spring Issue Aviation industry 
magazine 

A way of getting relevant 
information to industry in an 
easy-to-read format 

September-
November 
(multiple dates) 

Plane Talking Face-to-face 
workshop 

This series of seminars, as 
part of the Work Together, 
Stay Apart campaign, 
serves the aerodrome 
communities and will be 
held in aero clubs and flying 
schools throughout New 
Zealand. There are 21 
dates in total.  
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September Plane Talking GAP video To educate the aerodrome 
community about standard 
radio calls. This video is the 
first educational product to 
be released as part of the 
Work Together, Stay Apart 
campaign. 

July-December 
(multiple dates)  

Dangerous Goods  Face-to-face course 
for industry 

To provide training and 
qualification for the carriage 
of DG 

October Weight and balance GAP booklet BAU version update 

October Vector special issue: 
accidents that have 
common causes 

Aviation industry 
magazine 

To highlight the most 
common causes of fatal 
accidents that safety 
investigators go to.  

TBC In, Out and Around 
Queenstown.  

GAP booklet  BAU version update 

TBC In, Out and Around 
Christchurch 

GAP booklet BAU version update 

TBC In, Out and Around 
Manawatu 

GAP booklet BAU version update 

 
  

PROACTIVELY
 R

ELE
ASED BY  

TE M
ANATŪ

 W
AKA M

IN
ISTRY O

F TRANSPORT



6 TRANSPORT CROWN ENTITY AND STATE-OWNED ENTITY (SOE) UPDATES 
 

IN CONFIDENCE 

26  Weekly Report to Minister – week ending 11 August 2023 

 

IN CONFIDENCE 

 
Maritime incident response On-Scene Commander training 

Maritime NZ has conducted the annual, week-long Regional On-Scene Commander Assessment 
Course at our Marine Pollution Response Service facility in Te Atatu. Ten candidates from councils 
around New Zealand and a port company attended; five were new to the role and five were 
completing their periodic revalidation. Classroom sessions were followed by exercises, leading 
teams of peers. Maritime NZ CEO, Kirstie Hewlett, visited during the course and was able to view 
one of the exercises in progress. The last day included a prolonged exercise during which the 
candidates moved through different leadership roles, and final assessment by National On-Scene 
Commanders and members of Maritime NZ’s incident management team. The course is intense 
and exhausting for all involved and aims to produce response leaders who can work in any region 
of the country and can support a national response if necessary. 

 

Regional On-Scene Commanders (ROSC), their assessors and course leaders from the 
five-day ROSC assessment course 

 

Achilles Bulker update  

The offshore tug MMA Vision was engaged by the owners of Achilles Bulker to help return the 
ship from anchorage back into the Port of Tauranga. The tow was executed without any incident on 
Tuesday and the ship now sits safely alongside in the port. The ship will begin discharge of its 
cargo once a plan has been formalised and agreed upon between parties, including insurers. The 
ship’s owners have engaged a further sea-going tug, which is in transit from Singapore, to support 
the voyage to a foreign port for dry docking. This is not anticipated to occur until sometime in 
September. Maritime NZ will lift the detention order it imposed preventing the ship sailing when we 
are satisfied with the towage arrangements. Our investigation into the circumstances and 
conditions that may have led to the ship’s rudder detaching is continuing.  

 

s 9(2)(a)
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MT Golden Unity detention 

The Golden Unity underwent a routine Port State Control (PSC) inspection at Port Taranaki on 31 

July*. It was found to be operating at a substandard level and resulted in 14 deficiencies being 
raised and a detention noticed being issued. The reason for detention was the number of 
deficiencies and their potential cumulative effect on the safety of the vessel – no one deficiency on 
its own was a serious risk. The following day the vessel met the conditions for release from 
detention and departed to an overseas ort.  

* The port state is the country visited by a ship that is not registered (“flagged”) in that country. The 
flag state is where the ship is registered. PSC is used to inspect foreign-flagged ships under 
international maritime conventions. 

 

Rangitata audit and detention 

On 04 April, Maritime NZ conducted an initial verification audit of the New Zealand-flagged general 
cargo ship, Rangitata. It became apparent that the approved safety management system had not 
been adequately implemented on the vessel. The audit was suspended, and a short-term safety 
management certificate was issued for three months, with conditions to manage safety and 
requiring remedial work to be carried out.  

On 26 June, Maritime NZ auditors returned to complete the audit and found that the vessel had 
incorrectly piped, and non-approved modifications made to the bilge pumping arrangements, which 
directly affected the safety of the vessel. The vessel was detained and prevented from sailing until 
it was made safe, and the remedial work carried out was approved by its classification society, 
Norwegian-based DNV (formerly, Det Norske Veritas) *. The auditor then extended the short-term 
certificate for a further six months. 

On 27 July, Maritime NZ was satisfied Rangitata had met the necessary requirements, released it 
from detention and allowed it to sail. Maritime NZ is currently developing a plan for increased 
oversight of the vessel, which will likely include more frequent safety inspections until the operator 
can demonstrate this approach is no longer necessary. 

* Classification societies are recognised organisations which develop and apply technical 
standards for the design, construction and survey of ships and which carry out surveys and 
inspections on board ships. 

 

Tokyo MOU PSC exchange 

Maritime NZ will be hosting a PSC Officer from the Incheon regional Office of South Korea’s 
Ministry of Oceans and Fisheries from 14-25 August. His trip will include visits to the Auckland, 
Tauranga and Wellington Offices of Maritime NZ, port facilities in these cities, and the Rescue 
Coordination Centre NZ. He will also accompany Maritime NZ inspectors on PSC inspections. 

New Zealand is a signatory and active member of the Asia Pacific Memorandum of Understanding 
on Port State Control (Tokyo MOU) which consists of 21 member authorities. This visit is part of 
the Tokyo MOU’s port state control exchange programme which aims to achieve harmonized PSC 
inspection procedures among the Tokyo MOU member authorities. 
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Maritime in the media 

Following TAIC’s release of its recommendations into the capsizing of the i-Catcher, which sunk 
near Kaikoura last September claiming the lives of five of its passengers, Maritime NZ proactively 
issued a media release outlining its response. TAIC’s report and Maritime NZ’s release were 
widely reported.  

The Post is following up its previous reporting and requested an update on the advice being 
provide to the Associate Minister of Transport around emergency towage vessels. This request 
was handled by the Associate Minister of Transport, Damian O’Connor.  
  

PROACTIVELY
 R

ELE
ASED BY  

TE M
ANATŪ

 W
AKA M

IN
ISTRY O

F TRANSPORT



6 TRANSPORT CROWN ENTITY AND STATE-OWNED ENTITY (SOE) UPDATES 
 

IN CONFIDENCE 

Weekly Report to Minister – week ending 11 August 2023  29 

 

IN CONFIDENCE 

 
No update this week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
No update this week. 
 

PROACTIVELY
 R

ELE
ASED BY  

TE M
ANATŪ

 W
AKA M

IN
ISTRY O

F TRANSPORT



 

 

IN CONFIDENCE 

 

IN CONFIDENCE 

 

Directory 
         

Wellington Head Office 
Te Manatū Waka 
3 Queens Wharf 
Wellington 6011 
PO Box 3175 
Wellington 6140 
Telephone: + 64 4 439 9000 
Email: info@transport.govt.nz 

transport.govt.nz 
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