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OC250345 
 
2 May 2025 
 

 
Tēnā koe
 
I refer to your email dated 10 April 2025, requesting the following under the Official Information Act 
1982 (the Act): 
 
 

“1. The titles of briefings provided to the transport/associate transport ministers in December 
2024, January, February and March 2025.= 

2. A copy of the following briefings: 

Brown Willis Bishop OC241270 13/11/2024 Auckland Light Rail land disposal= 

Brown OC241338 19/11/2024 Transport Governance Reform in Auckland: Summary of 
Departmental Consultation 

Brown OC241262 30/10/2024 Meeting with Martin Kearney - Chief Executive Officer, 
Auckland One Rail” 

On the receipt of the request, we advised you that some of the information requested is available 
on the Ministry’s website: 

• List of briefing titles December 2024 – February 2025 – 
https://www.transport.govt.nz/assets/Uploads/ListofBriefingTitlesbetweenDecember2024Fe
bruary-2025.pdf 

• OC241270 – Refer to page 24 - 
https://www.transport.govt.nz/assets/Uploads/SixBriefingsfromNovember-v2.pdf 

• OC241262 – Refer to page 50 - 
https://www.transport.govt.nz/assets/Uploads/EightBriefingsfromOctober-1.pdf 

In response, you refined your request to the following: 

“1. The titles of briefings provided to the transport/associate transport ministers in March 
2025. 

2. A copy of the following briefing: 

Brown OC241338 19/11/2024 Transport Governance Reform in Auckland: Summary of 
Departmental Consultation” 
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In response to the first part of your request for a list of briefing titles to Ministers for the month of 
March 2025, 71 briefing titles are in scope, of which, 60 are released and 11 are withheld. The table 
attached as Annex 1 outlines how the briefing titles have been treated under the Act. 
 
In response to the second part of your request, the briefing is released to you with some information 
withheld. Annex 2 outlines how the briefing  has been treated under the Act. 
 
Certain information has been withheld under the following sections of the Act:  
 

9(2)(a) to protect the privacy of natural persons 
9(2)(b)(ii)  to protect information where the making available of the information would be 

likely unreasonably to prejudice the commercial position of the person who 
supplied or who is the subject of the information 

9(2)(ba)(i) to protect information which is subject to an obligation of confidence or which 
any person has been or could be compelled to provide under the authority of 
any enactment, where the making available of the information would be likely 
to prejudice the supply of similar information, or information from the same 
source, and it is in the public interest that such information should continue to 
be supplied 

9(2)(g)(i) to maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through the free and frank 
expression of opinions by or between or to Ministers of the Crown or members 
of an organisation or officers and employees of any public service agency or 
organisation in the course of their duty 

 
With regard to the information that has been withheld under section 9 of the Act, I am satisfied that 
the reasons for withholding the information at this time are not outweighed by public interest 
considerations that would make it desirable to make the information available.  
 
You have the right to seek an investigation and review of this response by the Ombudsman, in 
accordance with section 28(3) of the Act. The relevant details can be found on the Ombudsman’s 
website www.ombudsman.parliament.nz  
 
The Ministry publishes our Official Information Act responses and the information contained in our 
reply to you may be published on the Ministry’s website. Before publishing we will remove any 
personal or identifiable information. 
 
Nāku noa, nā 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Hilary Penman 
Manager, Ministerial and Executive Services   
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18 November 2024 OC241338 

Hon Simeon Brown 

Minister of Transport 

TRANSPORT GOVERANCE REFORM IN AUCKLAND: SUMMARY OF 
DEPARTMENTAL CONSULTATION 

Purpose 

This briefing summarises feedback from departmental consultation on the draft Transport 
Governance Reform in Auckland Cabinet paper and seeks your approval for a small number 
of changes to be made to the Cabinet paper.  

Key points 

• Departmental consultation on the draft Cabinet paper took place between 8
November and 14 November 2024.

• We have considered all feedback (collated in Appendix One) and summarised the key
elements in the consultation section of the Cabinet paper.

• Our assessment is that only minor changes are required to the Cabinet paper in light
of feedback. Our recommended changes are:

o bringing out more clearly that consideration has been given to how the transport
governance changes will need to integrate with other government work
programmes such as Regional Deals and Resource Management Act 1991
Reform;

o strengthening the narrative in support of greater government involvement in
transport planning in Auckland;

o four technical wording amendments based on feedback from the Department of
Internal Affairs, Treasury and Parliamentary Counsel Office.

• As you are aware, we are preparing further advice related to the allocation of
functions to local boards and the roading classifications that local boards should have
decision-making over. We recommend amending references to the powers in
Appendix One, so that it is clear that these are indicative.
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TRANSPORT GOVERNANCE REFORM IN AUCKLAND: SUMMARY 
OF DEPARTMENTAL CONSULTATION 

Consultation on the draft Cabinet paper 

1 The draft Cabinet paper was shared for consultation with other departments between 
8 November and 14 November 2024.  

2 We engaged the following departments for consultation: 

• Department of Internal Affairs; 

• Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment (officers that support the 
Minister for Auckland); 

• Ministry for the Environment; 

• Ministry of Housing and Urban Development; 

• Land Information New Zealand; 

• Te Puni Kōkiri; 

• Treasury.  

3 From those contacted, we received departmental feedback from: Department of 
Internal Affairs (DIA); Ministry of Housing and Urban Development (MHUD); Ministry 
for the Environment (MfE) and Treasury. 

4 The Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet was informed and our legal team 
have engaged with the Parliamentary Counsel Office. 

Feedback received and suggested changes to the Cabinet Paper 

5 Full analysis is set out in Appendix One of this paper.  

6 

7 

s 9(2)(ba)(i), s 9(2)(g)(i)
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