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OC250260  
 
30 May 2025 
 
 

Tēnā koe
 
I refer to your email dated 1 April 2025, requesting the following under the Official Information Act 
1982 (the Act): 
 
 

“communications, correspondence, meeting minutes, Cabinet papers, briefing notes, or internal 
memoranda between 1 February 2024 and 1 April 2025, specifically involving: 

• Nicola Willis (Minister of Finance) 
• Winston Peters (Minister for Rail) 
• Chris Bishop (Minister of Transport and Infrastructure) 
• Simeon Brown (Minister for State-Owned Enterprises) 
• The Ministry of Transport 
• The Treasury 

This refined request focuses solely on: 
1. Discussions involving Bluebridge (StraitNZ) as a potential or actual participant in the 

Cook Strait ferry replacement project. 
2. Consideration of private sector or privatized options, including procurement alternatives 

outside of KiwiRail. 
3. Changes in oversight, funding, or direction of the ferry project, particularly those involving 

a shift away from public ownership or operation.” 
 
 
Eighteen documents fall within the scope of your request and are detailed in the document schedule 
attached as Annex 1. The schedule outlines how the documents you requested have been treated 
under the Act. 
 
Certain information is withheld under the following sections of the Act: 
 

   9(2)(a)          to protect the privacy of natural persons 
9(2)(b)(ii) to protect information where the making available of the information would be 

likely unreasonably to prejudice the commercial position of the person who 
supplied or who is the subject of the information 

9(2)(ba)(i) to protect information which is subject to an obligation of confidence or which 
any person has been or could be compelled to provide under the authority of 
any enactment, where the making available of the information would be likely 
to prejudice the supply of similar information, or information from the same 
source, and it is in the public interest that such information should continue to 
be supplied 

9(2)(ba)(ii) protect information which is subject to an obligation of confidence or which 
any person has been or could be compelled to provide under the authority of 
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any enactment, where the making available of the information would be likely 
otherwise to damage the public interest 

9(2)(f)(iv) to maintain the constitutional conventions for the time being which protect the 
confidentiality of advice tendered by Ministers of the Crown and officials 

9(2)(g)(i) to maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through the free and frank 
expression of opinions by or between or to Ministers of the Crown or members 
of an organisation or officers and employees of any public service agency or 
organisation in the course of their duty 

9(2)(i) to enable a Minister of the Crown or any public service agency or organisation 
holding the information to carry out, without prejudice or disadvantage, 
commercial activities 

 
I am refusing your request for certain information under the following section of the Act: 
 

18(d) the information requested is or will soon be publicly available 
 
 
With regard to the information that has been withheld under section 9 of the Act, I am satisfied that 
the reasons for withholding the information at this time are not outweighed by public interest 
considerations that would make it desirable to make the information available.  
 
I note that your request was sent to multiple Ministers and Government departments, as such a 
formal transfer is not deemed to be required under the Official Information Act. I am responding to 
your request for information held by the Ministry of Transport. You will receive separate responses 
from the other Ministers and the Treasury.   
 
You have the right to seek an investigation and review of this response by the Ombudsman, in 
accordance with section 28(3) of the Act. The relevant details can be found on the Ombudsman’s 
website www.ombudsman.parliament.nz  
 
The Ministry publishes our Official Information Act responses and the information contained in our 
reply to you may be published on the Ministry’s website. Before publishing we will remove any 
personal or identifiable information. 
 
Nāku noa, nā 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Marian Willberg 
Manager, Maritime, Freight & Access 
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12 8 August 2024 Email – FW: Macquarie briefing on Cook 
Strait Ferry Experience 

Some information withheld under Section 
9(2)(a), Section 9(2)(b)(ii), and Section 
9(2)(ba)(i), 

 

 

13 14 August 2024 Email - Emailing: Mafic Ministerial 
Advisory Group discussion material 

Attachment has been withheld in full under 
Section 9(2)(b)(ii), and Section 9(2)(ba)(i), 

14 29 November 2024 Email - Cook Strait Ferries: talking 
points for Monday official meeting 

Some information withheld under Section 
9(2)(a), and Section 9(2)(g)(i), 

Note that the attachment (Cabinet paper) is 
already publicly available  

15 4 March 2025 Email – RE: Evaluation of alternative 
option submissions 

Most information withheld under Section 
9(2)(a), Section 9(2)(ba)(i), and Section 9(2)(i) 

16 7 March 2025 Email – RE: For info: Evaluation of 
alternative option submissions 

Most information withheld under Section 
9(2)(a), Section 9(2)(ba)(i), and Section 9(2)(i) 

17 24 May 2024 Full slidepack – Internal MoT Cook 
Strait connectivity options assessment  

Some information withheld under Section 
9(2)(b)(ii), Section 9(2)(g)(i) and Section 9(2)(i) 

18 24 May 2024 Summary slidepack – Internal MoT 
Cook Strait connectivity options 
assessment  

Some information withheld under Section 
9(2)(b)(ii), Section 9(2)(g)(i) and Section 9(2)(i) 
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