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OC250516 
 
 
23 June 2025 
 

 
 
Tēnā koe  
 
Following an exchange of emails regarding release of information you had provided to the Ministry 
under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act), you noted that: 
 
 

“I’d appreciate a copy of the OIA release being shared with me too, when appropriate after it 
has gone to the requester”. 

 
We have considered your email as a request for information under the Act.  
 
One briefing is in scope of the request. The briefing is released to you with some information withheld 
under the following sections of the Act: 
 

9(2)(a) to protect the privacy of natural persons 
9(2)(b)(ii) to protect information where the making available of the information would be 

likely unreasonably to prejudice the commercial position of the person who 
supplied or who is the subject of the information 

9(2)(f)(iv) to maintain the constitutional conventions for the time being which protect the 
confidentiality of advice tendered by Ministers of the Crown and officials 

 
With regard to the information that has been withheld under section 9 of the Act, I am satisfied that 
the reasons for withholding the information at this time are not outweighed by public interest 
considerations that would make it desirable to make the information available.  
 
You have the right to seek an investigation and review of this response by the Ombudsman, in 
accordance with section 28(3) of the Act. The relevant details can be found on the Ombudsman’s 
website www.ombudsman.parliament.nz  
 
The Ministry publishes our Official Information Act responses and the information contained in our 
reply to you may be published on the Ministry’s website. Before publishing we will remove any 
personal or identifiable information. 
 
Nāku noa, nā 
 

 
Tom Forster 
Manager, Aviation 
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1 May 2025 OC250384 

Hon James Meager Action required by: 

Acting Minister of Transport  Tuesday, 6 May 2025 

OPTIONS TO SUPPORT REGIONAL AIR CONNECTIVITY 

Purpose 

To attach advice on options to promote regional connectivity, for discussion with the Regional 

Development Ministerial Group (RDMG) on 6 May 2025. 

Key points 

• On 12 March 2025, the Ministry of Transport (the Ministry) and the Ministry of Business,

Innovation and Employment Kānoa provided you and the Minister for Regional Development

with joint advice on options to promote regional air connectivity 

• You and the Minister for Regional Development directed officials to

– for consideration by the RDMG at its next meeting on 6 May 2025.

•

•

• We comment on the key categories of options below.
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JOINT BRIEFING 

Options to support regional air connectivity 

Date: 1 May 2025 Priority: Medium 

Security 
classification: 

In Confidence Tracking 
number: 

REQ-0013207 

Purpose 

To seek the Regional Development Ministerial Group’s direction on the types of options it wishes to 
progress to ensure key regional routes continue to be serviced and that regional flights are affordable 
to New Zealanders.  

Recommended action 

The Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment (MBIE) and the Ministry of Transport (MoT) 
recommend Ministers:  

Karl Woodhead 
General Manager, Strategy, Planning 
and Performance, Kānoa – Regional 
Economic Development & Investment 
Unit, MBIE 
1 / May / 2025 

Siobhan Routledge 
Acting Deputy Chief Executive, Policy 
Ministry of Transport 

1 / May / 2025 
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Hon Nicola Willis 
Minister of Finance 

..... / ...... / 2025 

Hon Tama Potaka 
Minister for Māori Development 

..... / ...... / 2025 

Hon Simon Watts 
Minister of Local Government 

..... / ...... / 2025 

Hon James Meager 
Acting Minister of Transport 

..... / ...... / 2025 

Hon Shane Jones 
Minister for Regional Development 

..... / ...... / 2025 
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Annexes 

Annex One: Overview of options to support regional air connectivity (for discussion) 
Annex Two: RIF applications received which could support regional connectivity as at 29 April 
2025 
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Annex One – Overview of options to support regional air 
connectivity 

Attached separately. 

RELE
ASED U

NDER  

THE O
FFIC

IAL I
NFORMATIO

N ACT 19
82



RELE
ASED U

NDER  

THE O
FFIC

IAL I
NFORMATIO

N ACT 19
82



Overview of options to support regional air connectivity 
Options helping to ensure key regional routes are and continue to be serviced and that regional flights are affordable to New Zealanders. 
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s 9(2)(f)(iv), s 9(2)(b)(ii)
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