
Proactive Release 

Section Description of ground 
6(a) as release would be likely to prejudice the security or defence of New 

Zealand or the international relations of the New Zealand Government 
6(b) as release would be likely to prejudice the entrusting of information to the 

Government of New Zealand on a basis of confidence by  
(i) the Government of any other country or any agency of such a

Government; or
(ii) any international organisation

6(c) prejudice the maintenance of the law, including the prevention, investigation,
and detection of offences, and the right to a fair trial

9(2)(a) to protect the privacy of natural persons
9(2)(b)(ii) to protect information where the making available of the information would be 

likely unreasonably to prejudice the commercial position of the person who 
supplied or who is the subject of the information 

9(2)(ba)(i) to protect information which is subject to an obligation of confidence or which 
any person has been or could be compelled to provide under the authority of 
any enactment, where the making available of the information would be likely 
to prejudice the supply of similar information, or information from the same 
source, and it is in the public  

9(2)(ba)(ii) to protect information which is subject to an obligation of confidence or which 
any person has been or could be compelled to provide under the authority of 
any enactment, where the making available of the information would be likely 
otherwise to damage the public interest 

9(2)(f)(ii) to maintain the constitutional conventions for the time being which protect 
collective and individual ministerial responsibility  

9(2)(f)(iv) to maintain the constitutional conventions for the time being which protect 
the confidentiality of advice tendered by Ministers of the Crown and officials 

9(2)(g)(i) to maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through the free and frank 
expression of opinions by or between or to Ministers of the Crown or 
members of an organisation or officers and employees of any public service 
agency or organisation in the course of their duty 

9(2)(h) to maintain legal professional privilege 
9(2)(i) to enable a Minister of the Crown or any public service agency or 

organisation holding the information to carry out, without prejudice or 
disadvantage, commercial activities 

9(2)(j) to enable a Minister of the Crown or any public service agency or 
organisation holding the information to carry on, without prejudice or 
disadvantage, negotiations (including commercial and industrial negotiations) 

This document is proactively released by Te Manatū Waka the Ministry of Transport. 

Some information has been withheld on the basis that it would not, if requested under the 
Official Information Act 1982 (OIA), be released. Where that is the case, the relevant section 
of the OIA has been noted and no public interest has been identified that would outweigh 
the reasons for withholding it.   

Listed below are the most commonly used grounds from the OIA. 
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6 Transport Crown entity and state-owned entity (SOE) 
updates 

 
 

Key Updates 

Civil Aviation Authority and industry launch new emerging aviation technologies forum  
The Civil Aviation Authority (the Authority) and industry have agreed to set up a new emerging 
aviation technologies forum, which met for the first time on 20 April 2023. The forum is set to be a 
key enabler of strategic advice between the aviation industry and the Authority regarding aviation 
technologies that are likely to enter the New Zealand aviation system in the next decade. The 
forum is co-chaired by the Authority (on behalf of the aviation regulators including the Ministry and 
the New Zealand Defence Force) and Wisk Aero (Boeing) (on behalf of industry).  
A media release has been prepared to communicate the establishment of the forum and how 
information from the work of the forum will be communicated. The forum will meet again in 
July 2023. 

 

Communications and External Engagement  
Authority Media Summary- last 7 days 

Date  Activity  Channel  

30-31 May 2023 Air NZ weighing passengers. 

Extensive coverage of Air NZ weighing passengers. 
Some articles mention that it is a CAA requirement, some 
inaccurately suggest that the requirement is specific to 
Air NZ. Multiple media queries have been received.  

CAA response:  

Under Civil Aviation Rule (CAR) parts 121 and 125 for air 
operations of large or medium aircraft, respectively, a 
holder of an air operator certificate must ensure that for 
every air operation conducted under the authority of the 
certificate the total weight of passengers and their carry-
on baggage are established.   

The CAR provides for one of three methods to be used 
for determining the total weight of passengers, which is 
used is documented in the operator’s exposition.   

1 News 

Seven Sharp  

Stuff 

Newshub 
Live 

Yahoo 
Australia 

CNN 

 

More 
coverage 
anticipated 
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You can read the rules in detail on our website: [links 
provided] 

For details about how a particular operator determines 
the total weight of passengers, please contact the 
operator. 

https://www.1news.co.nz/2023/05/29/air-new-zealand-
asking-travellers-to-step-on-the-scales/  

30 May 2023  World-leading robot plane venture takes off in 
Kerikeri 

Regarding Merlin Labs operations centre opening in 
Kerikeri - "…the firm’s first steps would be to integrate its 
software and hardware … and to work with New 
Zealand’s Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) to certify its 
systems and make them air-legal ... At the same time, 
the company would be carrying out compliance flight 
testing with the CAA."  

https://www.nzherald.co.nz/northern-
advocate/news/world-leading-robot-plane-venture-takes-
off-in-kerikeri/KCNCTSD5VRGXDCBAY7HQ6D5QHU/  

NZ Herald 
(syndicated) 

25 May 2023  Merlin opens New Zealand operations centre. 

"The testing completed in New Zealand and the 
corresponding learnings will guide future development 
decisions to be implemented globally, ensuring in-air 
operability and certification with the FAA and Civil 
Aviation Authority of New Zealand (NZ CAA)." 

https://www.revolution.aero/news/2023/05/25/merlin-
opens-new-zealand-operations-centre/  

Avfoil News 

25 May 2023 Budget 2023: the things you may have missed. 

“Civil Aviation Authority, cost pressure - $31.8m for one 
year (2023/24); implementing new legislation - $7.3” 

https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/political/490641/budget-
2023-the-things-you-might-have-missed  

Radio New 
Zealand 

25 May 2023  Nine to Noon 

CAA mentioned in an interview which references TAIC 
report AO-2019-005, released in April, about a helicopter 
which crashed into the sea nearby Auckland Islands in 
2019. 

Radio New 
Zealand 
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Planned communications and engagement 

Planned 
release/publish 

What Type Why 

Week of 22 
June 

Vector Winter issue. 

Highlighted stories: 

Lessons from Cyclone 
Gabrielle 

Cyber security for 
aviation companies 

Aviation industry 
magazine. 

A way of getting relevant 
information to industry in an 
easy-to-read format. 

June Lithium batteries. Poster. To educate passengers of 
risks; posters to be 
distributed by aviation 
safety advisors.  

From mid-July All stories from Vector 
Winter issue. 

Vector Online 
articles. 

Ongoing education by 
putting some Vector articles 
online for anyone to access. 

July-September 
(multiple dates) 

Airworthiness and 
maintenance. 

Face-to-face 
workshop with 
industry. 

Education for aircraft 
owners and operators. 

July-December 
(multiple dates)  

Dangerous Goods (DG).  Face-to-face course 
for industry. 

To provide training and 
qualification for the carriage 
of DG. 

July Weight and balance. GAP booklet (new / 
updated version of 
existing booklet). 

Businss as usual (BAU) 
version update 

July How to be a pilot - 
junior. 

GAP booklet (new / 
updated version of 
existing booklet). 

(BAU) version update 

24 May 2023 Company flies to the rescue 

Reports Hawke’s Bay companies pivoting from their 
usual job of spreading fertiliser, to supporting farmers 
with the cyclone recovery efforts. 

“Bruce Peterson says the last CAA statistics in 2022 
showed that fertiliser spread from aircraft dropped back 
66% on the previous year and it is still dropping.” 

https://www.ruralnewsgroup.co.nz/rural-news/rural-
general-news/company-flies-to-the-rescue  

Rural News 

PROACTIVELY
 R

ELE
ASED BY 

TE M
ANATŪ

 W
AKA M

IN
ISTRY O

F TRANSPORT



6 TRANSPORT CROWN ENTITY AND STATE-OWNED ENTITY (SOE) UPDATES 
 

IN CONFIDENCE 

Weekly Report to Minister – week ending 2 June 2023  27 

 

IN CONFIDENCE 

Planned 
release/publish 

What Type Why 

October Vector special issue: 
accidents that have 
common causes. 

Aviation industry 
magazine. 

To highlight the most 
common causes of fatal 
accidents that safety 
investigators go to.  
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MV Shiling 

Maritime NZ has detained MV Shiling in Wellington, preventing it leaving the port until stringent 
conditions are met to the satisfaction of the engine manufacturer, the Classification Society, 
Singaporean flag state authorities and Maritime NZ. The conditions relate to repairs and 
maintenance, seaworthiness, sea trials, and extensive arrangements for departure either under its 
own propulsion power, or being towed by a suitable towing vessel. 

No decision will be made about releasing Shiling from detention until investigations and inspections 
are completed, and the conditions imposed in the notice of detention are met. This involves a large 
number of New Zealand and overseas stakeholders. 

Commercial diver injured in Auckland 

On 24 May 2023, Maritime NZ was notified of an incident at Half Moon Bay Terminal, Auckland. 
Police held the scene overnight and Maritime NZ took control of the scene on Thursday. A 
commercial diver from SALT Services (marine salvage), was injured whilst diving from a SeaLink 
vessel. The vessel was on scheduled maintenance between services and was secured alongside 
the terminal at the time of the incident.  

Maritime NZ has opened an investigation file into the incident, and is working alongside WorkSafe 
NZ to determine the sequence of events. The scene has been processed, evidence catalogued 
and an operational reconstruction has been completed. The diver is in a stable condition in hospital 
and Maritime NZ has arranged victim support services for the family. We will keep Minister Allan’s 
Office updated as appropriate.  

Seafarers’ Welfare Board annual meeting 

Maritime NZ hosted the Seafarers’ Welfare Board (SWB) AGM this week. SWB helps New Zealand 
meet its responsibilities as a signatory to the Maritime Labour Convention 2006 (MLC), which is an 
international treaty adopted by the International Labour Organisation. MLC ensures decent working 
and living conditions for seafarers around the world. Maritime NZ’s Deputy Chief Executive, Sharyn 
Forsyth, spoke at the AGM about the government’s funding support of the SWB to ensure that 
essential seafarer welfare services continued to be delivered throughout New Zealand during the 
COVID pandemic. She noted that although the government intended to continue its support for 
seafarer welfare services, there was a need for review of what services were essential, and what 
funding model was appropriate, in a post-pandemic environment. Maritime NZ administers the 
current funding agreement with the Seafarer Welfare Board, and given confirmation that 
government funding is available for a further twelve months to support seafarer welfare services, is 
giving consideration to broadening the existing model to allow for port-specific funding where this 
would best meet the needs of seafarers.  

Reverend Lance Lukin stepped down as SWB Chair and Captain Katherine Walker has taken on 
the position. Captain Walker is a Master Mariner with more than 25 years’ experience in the 
maritime industry in New Zealand and abroad. She has experience operating bulk carriers, 
container ship, tankers, research vessels, refrigerated cargo vessels and roll-on roll-off vessels 
around the world and will bring valuable experience and an important perspective to the SWB.  
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Auckland ferries work programme – certification and workforce training 

On 26 April 2023 we attended the second meeting, chaired by Minister Wood, with Auckland Ferry 
operators, unions, training providers, local and central government agencies and others. This 
meeting discussed a draft work programme to address service unreliability, staff shortages and 
training pathways on the Auckland ferries. At that meeting we agreed to lead two streams of work: 
the first related to recruitment aimed at further expediting certification of seafarers; and the second 
aimed at exploring with training providers, operators and unions how maritime training might be 
improved to make it more attractive to New Zealanders. 

We have made good progress on both work streams: 

On certification, we have agreed a package of actions with operators and unions that we will share 
with Minister Allan’s Office. Some of these are very short term (such as providing a case manager 
for Auckland ferry operators; and giving companies more flexibility around who can represent 
seafarers in the certification system – we will put these in place now or over the next couple of 
months); some are more medium term (such as improvements to our website and digital 
application tools; and work on a number of aspects of our rules that would provide for more 
flexibility – we will work on these over the coming 6 months to couple of years). Note that we were 
not able to progress all the elements that operators asked for: in particular, the development of 
mutual training recognition agreements with countries beyond Australia (this would be complex, 
intensive processes that we could not realistically resource). We are now focussed on 
implementing this package of actions; and will continue to keep you, operators and unions 
informed as we do so. 
s 9(2)(g)(i)
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Maritime in the media 

With the Shiling now berthed at CentrePort, there continues to be interest in the vessel, potential 
fixes and likely departure dates. Due to the ongoing interest, on 31 May 2023, Maritime NZ issued 
a media release confirming the vessel has been detained and stringent conditions have been 
placed on it. There was also reporting that the Associate Minister has expedited urgent advice on 
New Zealand’s ability to respond to a maritime disaster after the Shiling’s Mayday call. This 
reporting followed the Associate Minister’s meeting with the Chair of the Greater Wellington 
Regional Council and the Mayor of Marlborough. 

Other matters in the media include:  

Follow ups about the collision involving a ferry and a private craft in April off Russell. 

Hoax Mayday calls in Otago. 

Calls about the commercial diver injured in Auckland, please see the update above. 

 

 
No update this week.  

 

 

                                
 

No update this week.
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Directory 
         

Wellington Head Office 
Te Manatū Waka 
3 Queens Wharf 
Wellington 6011 
PO Box 3175 
Wellington 6140 
Telephone: + 64 4 439 9000 
Email: info@transport.govt.nz 

transport.govt.nz 
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