
Proactive Release 

Section Description of ground 
6(a) as release would be likely to prejudice the security or defence of New 

Zealand or the international relations of the New Zealand Government 
6(b) as release would be likely to prejudice the entrusting of information to the 

Government of New Zealand on a basis of confidence by  
(i) the Government of any other country or any agency of such a

Government; or
(ii) any international organisation

6(c) prejudice the maintenance of the law, including the prevention, investigation,
and detection of offences, and the right to a fair trial

9(2)(a) to protect the privacy of natural persons
9(2)(b)(ii) to protect information where the making available of the information would be 

likely unreasonably to prejudice the commercial position of the person who 
supplied or who is the subject of the information 

9(2)(ba)(i) to protect information which is subject to an obligation of confidence or which 
any person has been or could be compelled to provide under the authority of 
any enactment, where the making available of the information would be likely 
to prejudice the supply of similar information, or information from the same 
source, and it is in the public  

9(2)(ba)(ii) to protect information which is subject to an obligation of confidence or which 
any person has been or could be compelled to provide under the authority of 
any enactment, where the making available of the information would be likely 
otherwise to damage the public interest 

9(2)(f)(ii) to maintain the constitutional conventions for the time being which protect 
collective and individual ministerial responsibility  

9(2)(f)(iv) to maintain the constitutional conventions for the time being which protect 
the confidentiality of advice tendered by Ministers of the Crown and officials 

9(2)(g)(i) to maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through the free and frank 
expression of opinions by or between or to Ministers of the Crown or 
members of an organisation or officers and employees of any public service 
agency or organisation in the course of their duty 

9(2)(h) to maintain legal professional privilege 
9(2)(i) to enable a Minister of the Crown or any public service agency or 

organisation holding the information to carry out, without prejudice or 
disadvantage, commercial activities 

9(2)(j) to enable a Minister of the Crown or any public service agency or 
organisation holding the information to carry on, without prejudice or 
disadvantage, negotiations (including commercial and industrial negotiations) 

This document is proactively released by Te Manatū Waka the Ministry of Transport. 

Some information has been withheld on the basis that it would not, if requested under the 
Official Information Act 1982 (OIA), be released. Where that is the case, the relevant section 
of the OIA has been noted and no public interest has been identified that would outweigh 
the reasons for withholding it.   

Listed below are the most commonly used grounds from the OIA. 
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6 Transport Crown entity and state-owned entity (SOE) 
updates 

 
 
Civil Aviation Authority launches Work Together Stay Apart Safety Campaign 
The Civil Aviation Authority (the Authority) has recently launched its ‘Work Together, Stay Apart’ 
safety campaign. It is a nationwide safety campaign that will run over a two-year period. It focusses 
on reducing the likelihood of mid-air accidents and the number of near collision and air proximity 
events within the flight circuit at unattended aerodromes. 
The safety campaign is the first of its kind for the Authority at this scale. Operating alongside the 
Authority’s continuing safety education, safety inspections and industry guidance, the campaign is 
a coordinated set of activities targeted at increasing shared understanding of standardised 
procedures among pilots, improving aerodrome management and safety, and collaborating with air 
operators to promote best practice. 
Work Together, Stay Apart is one significant way in which the Authority is promoting best practice 
to increase safety and prevent accidents.  
AvSec Taskforce Update  
The Authority’s Queue Taskforce (Taskforce) work continues. “Queue combing” duties are still a 
focus and have had positive impacts, but finding staff at short notice for these duties continue to 
cause ongoing challenges due to staff rostering limitations. There has been an increase in 
overtime and shift extensions as a result of additional duties relating to queues, which will be 
monitored to ensure fatigue does  not become an issue. 
Higher than usual passenger numbers are expected 14-17 July 2023 as a result of school holidays 
combined with the Matariki long weekend.  
Focus areas for the week starting 10 July 2023 include: 

• Further modelling of possible changes to staff rostering with the aim of providing better 
‘surge’ capacity at peak times 

• Release of the second update to key stakeholders detailing operational actions being taken 
• Consideration of a proposal to undertake manual queue counting. 
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MV Shiling update  
The Shiling is making good progress in its journey back to its flag state of Singapore. The vessel 
was detained in Wellington under a Maritime NZ order between 23 May 2023 - 7 July 2023 after it 
lost power north of Farewell Spit in early May 2023. The vessel was released from detention on 
7 July 2023 and left later that afternoon. It was accompanied to the edge of New Zealand’s 
Exclusive Economic Zone (200 nautical miles) by the MMA Vision, a vessel capable of emergency 
towage. As of 11 July 2023, the vessel was situated in-between Queensland and New Caledonia. 
It is steaming as expected, and the Maritime and Port Authority of Singapore has stated it must 
travel directly to port. The Maritime Port Authority of Singapore is keeping us up to date with the 
vessel’s progress.  
New Zealand’s accession to the 2012 Cape Town Agreement  
Following Cabinet’s agreement to do so in 2015, New Zealand recently became the 21st country to 
accede to the Cape Town Agreement (CTA) 2012. The CTA is an International Maritime 
Organization (IMO) convention dealing with design, construction, equipment and training standards 
for large commercial fishing vessels that operate on the high seas. The regulations under the CTA 
are designed to protect the safety of crews on fishing vessels and to establish a common standard 
for industry. The intent is to reduce the high number of deaths in the international fishing industry.  
Kirstie Hewlett, Director of Maritime NZ, deposited the instrument of accession with IMO Secretary-
General Kitack Lam on 30 May 2023 at the IMO Headquarters in London. The then Transport 
Associate Minister Kieran McAnulty signed Maritime Rules Part 404 Design, Construction and 
Equipment – New Zealand Cape Vessels and Foreign Cape Town Vessels (Part 404) on 
9 December 2022. Part 404 implements the requirements of the CTA into New Zealand domestic 
law. However the rules are suspended until the CTA comes into force globally. The CTA will enter 
into force 12 months after at least 22 states, with a total number of 3,600 fishing vessels of 24 
metres in length and over, operating on the high seas (outside of national waters) have acceded or 
expressed their consent to be bound by it.  
International Maritime Organisation Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC80)  
Maritime NZ headed the New Zealand delegation to the MEPC80 meeting on 3-7 July 2023. At that 
meeting we worked together with the Ministry and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to make progress 
on the Greenhouse Gas Emission Reduction negotiations (which, as reported separately by the 
Ministry, kept a level of ambition alive, with respect to targets and economic measures). In 
addition, the delegation also engaged in other issues with significant implications for New Zealand 
including: 
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(Continued) 
1 Ballast Water: Ballast water is a significant biosecurity risk regulated internationally by the 

Ballast Water Management Convention. MEPC approved a plan to review the Convention in 
light of implementation experience to date. As an outcome-based Convention, the review could 
widely impact the direction of future IMO instruments. The IMO needs to be mature in its 
regulatory approach toward more proactive, forward-leaning instruments which avoid locking in 
technology and practices which rapidly become out of date. New Zealand is actively engaging 
in the ballast water review, not only to support our biosecurity needs but also with an eye to 
influencing the IMO’s preferred approach to instruments. 

2 Biofouling Guidelines: Organisms growing on ships’ hulls and internal seawater pipes 
(biofouling) are a significant operational and biosecurity issue. New Zealand regulates 
biofouling unilaterally through the Ministry for Primary Industries Craft Risk Management 
Standard. The IMO approved new guidelines on the management of biofouling which will not 
only be foundational for New Zealand’s regulatory approach but will also support global 
consistency until such time as a mandatory instrument might be developed. This will be of 
particular importance for the cruise ship industry which had several ships impacted by 
biofouling last summer. 

3 Underwater radiated noise pollution: Underwater radiated noise has significant impacts on 
marine ecosystems and the biological functions of many marine species. Noise also indicates 
operational inefficiency in ships which means the noisier the ship, the higher their emissions. 
New guidance was agreed to help the industry reduce noise pollution. The approval of the 
guidelines was set amongst strong calls for a mandatory instrument to be established. 

4 Marine Plastic Litter: MEPC endorsed further work on Marine Plastic Litter from ships including: 
i) cargo handling requirements for plastic pellets, ii) guidance to support clean up operations for 
the spillage of plastic pellets, and iii) management of plastic fishing gear. 

5 Air emissions and energy efficiency: These agenda items covered a breadth of subjects of 
relevance to New Zealand including agreement to amend various requirements under 
MARPOL Annex VI. The Committee agreed that draft regulations for exhaust gas cleaning 
systems will be further considered early in 2024, reflecting increasing concerns amongst 
member states (including New Zealand) over the impact of ocean pollution, and growing effort 
to introduce mandatory controls on their use in national waters including states’ exclusive 
economic zones. Interim guidelines for the use of biofuels, including how to account for their 
greenhouse gas emissions, were issued to cover the immediate need to use biofuels as a 
transition energy.  

6 The Committee also agreed a plan for the review of the short-term greenhouse gas reduction 
measure (Carbon Intensity Indicator (CII) framework). Due to be completed by 2026, the review 
will be important to ensure a more robust tool with effective sanctions to drive emission 
reduction. Many states see the CII rating as a key component of future emission reduction 
measures, so the review may have substantial future implications for the sector achieving 
necessary greenhouse gas emission reductions. 

Maritime NZ in the Media 
We received queries from several local reporters about the MV Shiling’s departure prior to its 
leaving. Most major media outlets picked up on the subsequent press release. Stuff and the NZ 
Herald requested updates on the vessel’s voyage to Singapore, and we confirmed the vessel was 
steaming well and making good progress to its destination. We also responded to a media query 
from the Northern Advocate regarding a rescue off Northland, where three people were airlifted 
from a drifting yacht. 
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No update this week. 
 

 
No update this week. 
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Directory 
         

Wellington Head Office 
Te Manatū Waka 
3 Queens Wharf 
Wellington 6011 
PO Box 3175 
Wellington 6140 
Telephone: + 64 4 439 9000 
Email: info@transport.govt.nz 

transport.govt.nz 
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