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15. The public transport component (City and North) is a good example of the integrated
nature of the wider LGWM programme. To deliver light rail between the Railway
Station and Newtown, and Newtown and the Airport requires some significant
interventions within the central city and on other parts of the public transport
network.

16. In particular, accommodating light rail through the city centre will necessitate the
development of a second ‘spine’ route, enabling the light rail and remaining bus
services to use both the Golden Mile and waterfront routes. The LGWM programme
has assumed that light rail would use a second spine route along the waterfront, and
that remaining bus services would continue to use the Golden Mile route.

17. The waterfront route would require existing road space along the waterfront quays to
be reallocated from general traffic, and this in turn requires an increase in the public
transport offering from other parts of the region (especially from the North) to take up
the demand from this diversion, and future demand growth. This means that
improved public transport along the lines that we have specified in the programme is
a very important pre-requisite to light rail, and is seen as a core element of the
LGWM programme.

18. Similarly, the other components of the base package are all necessary to provide
additional travel choices into and within the city centre, and to enable the network
changes that will be needed for light rail.

Committing 11 percent of NLTF revenue has implications for GPS 2021 

19. You should consider LGWM alongside your other priorities, as the Wellington Region
receiving 11 percent of NLTF revenue could diminish the ability for the NLTF to pay
for projects outside of Wellington and Auckland. This is important to consider in light
of the Government Policy Statement on land transport (GPS) 2021.

20. We will provide you with further advice on the future demands on the NLTF by the
end of the month.
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