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25 June 2024

Téna koe

Your request
| refer to your email dated 27 May 2024, requesting the following under the Official
Information Act 1982 (the Act):

“Could you please provide an up-to-date breakdown of expenditure in 2023/24
including:

-travel expenses

-contractors

-consultants

-learning and development

-Te Tiriti training

-Te Reo training

-Any other sensitive expenditure

Where possible, please break this information down by provider including a summary
of the service provide, the reason that a particular provider was chosen and all
correspondence outlining the decision-making process?”

Please find enclosed tables outlining the expenditure under each requested category. The
period covered in these tables is from 1 July 2023 to 30 April 2024. In response to your
request for costs associated with any other sensitive expenditure, | have included the
amount spent on gifts and catering and entertainment. It includes the provider's name,
summary of the service provided, and payments made between 1 July 223 to 20 April 2024.

Individual contractor and consultant names have been withheld under Section 9(2)(a) of the
Act to protect their privacy.

On 12 June 2024, we contacted you advising that the second part of the request for all
correspondence could not be responded to without substantial collation and research. We
advised you that we would be able to provide you with information relating to the standard
procurement process at the Ministry. You confirmed that you were happy with this approach.
Please see the Ministry’s procurement process outlined below.

Information relevant to the response

The Government Procurement Rules, Principles of Government Procurement, the
Government Procurement Charter and other good practice guidance, guide all procurement
activity at the Ministry.
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The Ministry uses an All of Government travel management service provider — the provider
recommends the best fit flights, accommodation etc based on availability, timing, and price.

The Ministry must use the All of Government Panel created for common services like
engaging contractors to temporarily fill vacancies, or complete time limited project work or
sourcing consultants to engage in projects, undertake research or provide expert advice.

Currently this is the Talent Acquisition Services or the Consultancy Services. Talent
Acquisition Services offer agencies specialist recruitment services from a panel of
experienced providers. Consultancy Services offers specialist consultancy advice and
competitive solutions from a panel of experienced consultancy providers across 11 sub-
categories.

All contractor engagement or consultancy work requires the responsible manager to
determine the right balance of availability, capability, and value for money in accordance with
the Ministry’s Procurement Policy. If the piece of work is extremely specialised, exemptions
are used to select a non-panel provider. All exemptions are to be approved at the Chief
Executive level. Every engagement is approved at the appropriate level in accordance with
the Ministry Delegations framework.

You have the right to seek an investigation and review of this response by the Ombudsman,
in accordance with section 28(3) of the Act. The relevant details can be found on the
Ombudsman’s website www.ombudsman.parliament.nz

The Ministry publishes our Official Information Act responses and the information contained
in our reply to you may be published on the Ministry website. Before publishing we will
remove any personal or identifiable information.

Naku noa, na

Hilary Penman
Manager, Accountability and Correspondence












































