
Proactive Release 

Section Description of ground 
6(a) as release would be likely to prejudice the security or defence of New 

Zealand or the international relations of the New Zealand Government 
6(b) as release would be likely to prejudice the entrusting of information to the 

Government of New Zealand on a basis of confidence by  
(i) the Government of any other country or any agency of such a

Government; or
(ii) any international organisation

6(c) prejudice the maintenance of the law, including the prevention, investigation,
and detection of offences, and the right to a fair trial

9(2)(a) to protect the privacy of natural persons
9(2)(b)(ii) to protect information where the making available of the information would be 

likely unreasonably to prejudice the commercial position of the person who 
supplied or who is the subject of the information 

9(2)(ba)(i) to protect information which is subject to an obligation of confidence or which 
any person has been or could be compelled to provide under the authority of 
any enactment, where the making available of the information would be likely 
to prejudice the supply of similar information, or information from the same 
source, and it is in the public  

9(2)(ba)(ii) to protect information which is subject to an obligation of confidence or which 
any person has been or could be compelled to provide under the authority of 
any enactment, where the making available of the information would be likely 
otherwise to damage the public interest 

9(2)(f)(ii) to maintain the constitutional conventions for the time being which protect 
collective and individual ministerial responsibility  

9(2)(f)(iv) to maintain the constitutional conventions for the time being which protect 
the confidentiality of advice tendered by Ministers of the Crown and officials 

9(2)(g)(i) to maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through the free and frank 
expression of opinions by or between or to Ministers of the Crown or 
members of an organisation or officers and employees of any public service 
agency or organisation in the course of their duty 

9(2)(h) to maintain legal professional privilege 
9(2)(i) to enable a Minister of the Crown or any public service agency or 

organisation holding the information to carry out, without prejudice or 
disadvantage, commercial activities 

9(2)(j) to enable a Minister of the Crown or any public service agency or 
organisation holding the information to carry on, without prejudice or 
disadvantage, negotiations (including commercial and industrial negotiations) 

This document is proactively released by Te Manatū Waka the Ministry of Transport. 

Some information has been withheld on the basis that it would not, if requested under the 
Official Information Act 1982 (OIA), be released. Where that is the case, the relevant section 
of the OIA has been noted and no public interest has been identified that would outweigh 
the reasons for withholding it.   

Listed below are the most commonly used grounds from the OIA. 
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No update this week. 

 

 

 
 

No update this week. 
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Ongoing work in wake of issues at KiwiRail 

Please note that we have not provided an operational update in this report as we intend to include 
that in an upcoming, full briefing to the Minister’s office. 

Master charged over dangerous passage (SF queries with Pete and Kenny)  

On 14 February 2023, the bulk carrier departed its Mahia anchorage and sailed 
around Portland Island. It was observed passing very close to the shore in shallow water and was 
in danger of running aground.  

Maritime New Zealand was notified of the incident by Kordia, which monitors the marine radio, and 
decided to investigate. We prioritised the investigation because the ship was due to sail to China. 

When interviewed, the ship’s Master stated he did not follow his passage plan due to the high 
winds and swell. However, those conditions placed the ship in greater danger when closer to land. 
Had the ship lost any power it would have been pushed towards the shore with very little time to 
prevent it from running aground. 

A passage plan is a mandatory requirement to ensure that the vessel always stays in safe waters. 
This plan is verified and approved before departure and ensures safe passage away from dangers.  

Deviating from this plan without an alternative verified plan heightens the risk of grounding or other 
accidents.  

We reviewed the evidence and determined that the Master’s action was dangerous and had placed 
the ship and those on-board at great risk. We had sufficient evidence to file charges against the 
Master under the Maritime Transport Act and we advised the Flag State (Panama). Charges were 
filed in Tauranga on 17 February. The first call date is 10 March. 

Contribution to national response to Cyclone Gabrielle 

At around 10am on 14 February, RCCNZ was contacted by NZ Police asking for assistance in 
managing the Aviation Search and Rescue response to Cyclone Gabrielle. 

At the height of the response, RCCNZ along with its partners were coordinating the actions of 
dozens of helicopters (including up to 4 NZDF NH90s, over 6 specialist aeromedical helicopters 
and up to 20 commercial machines). Within hours of NZ Police making the request RCCNZ had 
two to three times the number of Search and Rescue officers on duty as usual, and an incident 
management team established.  

On the afternoon of Tuesday, 14 February, a huge number of aviation missions (70+) were flown 
and approximately 300 people were rescued.  

Significant challenges in establishing processes and communication links were the source of some 
frustration, but the number of people positively affected by the Search and Rescue efforts were, 
put simply, unprecedented. 

Work continued in Hawke’s Bay and at RCCNZ round the clock for the next four days, with over 
200 aviation response missions undertaken and, through close cooperation with our SAR partners, 

s 9(2)(b)(ii)
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the rescue of over 450 people was coordinated (to add perspective - 200 helicopter tasks is 
approximately four months of normal SAR work for RCCNZ).  

Processes implemented on the 14th in the Hawke’s Bay were duplicated between RCCNZ and 
FENZ on the 16th in the East Coast region when weather and power restoration (allowing aviation 
fuel to be accessed) facilitated SAR efforts to move further North.  

By the evening of 17th February the situation had normalised to the point where RCCNZ could 
hand over rotary wing aviation tasking authority to FENZ, however RCCNZ remain the SAR 
aviation coordination authority in the Hawke’s Bay/East Coast until NZ Police have capacity to 
resume their part of this role.  

While the devastation and scale of the disaster is still becoming clear, and our thoughts are still 
with those impacted, it was heart-warming to be part of an organisational response where 
everyone involved from across RCCNZ, Maritime NZ, and our SAR partners were so committed to 
ensuring the best possible support was offered to those in need, when they needed it most.  

s 9(2)(ba)(i)
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Maritime NZ partners with MetService on recreational craft harm prevention 

This week metservice.com and the MetService weather app will feature new paddleboarding 
forecasts, to be followed by kayaking forecasts in the near future. The new forecasts are the 
product of a partnership between the two as part of Maritime NZs approach to sector-wide harm 
prevention programmes. It is part of a broader preventive strategy, developed with input from 
representative sector bodies through the Safer Boating Forum, to reduce harm by persuading 
people in recreational craft to stay safe and make informed decisions before heading out on the 
water.  

Provisional figures show that 15 people died in recreational boating incidents last year. Of those, 6 
involved paddle craft of some type, mainly kayaks. 

This forecast was developed in collaboration with New Zealand Stand Up Paddling (NZSUP), 
which is part of the Safer Boating Forum.  

Research has shown many Kiwis using light watercraft don’t check a suitable marine forecast 
when heading out, and some rely on land-based forecasts which can vary significantly from 
conditions experienced at sea. Factors such as offshore winds, swell and sea state play a big part 
in the risk of activities such as paddle boarding and kayaking. These new seven-day forecasts are 
specifically designed to help people not familiar with marine forecasts understand the conditions 
and make informed decisions.  

Maritime NZ in the media 

Starting on 20 February, an ultra-marathon was being run around areas of Queenstown Lakes.  

At 1am, 22 February, RCCNZ received a personal locator beacon activation from one of the 
competitors. Over the next nine hours, a further nine more activations were received by the 
operations room at the Rescue Coordination Centre.  

The Maritime NZ Media Team distributed two media releases prior to midday and continued to 
update as the situation changed during the afternoon of 22 February. As of about midday 22 
February, RCCNZ is continuing to get intelligence on the situation. Maritime NZ Media continued to 
distribute information via the media.  

We received multiple media requests about this response, and deferred back to the press release.  

During our support of Cyclone Gabrielle, we distributed a press release summarising our support of 
the helicopter operations. It was widely picked up and we also had some direct media requests that 
we responded to.  
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Wellington Head Office 
Te Manatū Waka 
3 Queens Wharf 
Wellington 6011 
PO Box 3175 
Wellington 6140 
Telephone: + 64 4 439 9000 
Email: info@transport.govt.nz 

transport.govt.nz 
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