
Proactive Release 

Section Description of ground 
6(a) as release would be likely to prejudice the security or defence of New 

Zealand or the international relations of the New Zealand Government 
6(b) as release would be likely to prejudice the entrusting of information to the 

Government of New Zealand on a basis of confidence by  
(i) the Government of any other country or any agency of such a

Government; or
(ii) any international organisation

6(c) prejudice the maintenance of the law, including the prevention, investigation,
and detection of offences, and the right to a fair trial

9(2)(a) to protect the privacy of natural persons
9(2)(b)(ii) to protect information where the making available of the information would be 

likely unreasonably to prejudice the commercial position of the person who 
supplied or who is the subject of the information 

9(2)(ba)(i) to protect information which is subject to an obligation of confidence or which 
any person has been or could be compelled to provide under the authority of 
any enactment, where the making available of the information would be likely 
to prejudice the supply of similar information, or information from the same 
source, and it is in the public  

9(2)(ba)(ii) to protect information which is subject to an obligation of confidence or which 
any person has been or could be compelled to provide under the authority of 
any enactment, where the making available of the information would be likely 
otherwise to damage the public interest 

9(2)(f)(ii) to maintain the constitutional conventions for the time being which protect 
collective and individual ministerial responsibility  

9(2)(f)(iv) to maintain the constitutional conventions for the time being which protect 
the confidentiality of advice tendered by Ministers of the Crown and officials 

9(2)(g)(i) to maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through the free and frank 
expression of opinions by or between or to Ministers of the Crown or 
members of an organisation or officers and employees of any public service 
agency or organisation in the course of their duty 

9(2)(h) to maintain legal professional privilege 
9(2)(i) to enable a Minister of the Crown or any public service agency or 

organisation holding the information to carry out, without prejudice or 
disadvantage, commercial activities 

9(2)(j) to enable a Minister of the Crown or any public service agency or 
organisation holding the information to carry on, without prejudice or 
disadvantage, negotiations (including commercial and industrial negotiations) 

This document is proactively released by Te Manatū Waka the Ministry of Transport. 

Some information has been withheld on the basis that it would not, if requested under the 
Official Information Act 1982 (OIA), be released. Where that is the case, the relevant section 
of the OIA has been noted and no public interest has been identified that would outweigh 
the reasons for withholding it.   

Listed below are the most commonly used grounds from the OIA. 
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3 September 2025 OC250772 

Hon James Meager Action required by: 
Associate Minister of Transport  Wednesday, 10 September 2025 

APPROACH TO REVIEW OF WARRANT OF FITNESS AND CERTIFICATE OF 
FITNESS A FOR LIGHT VEHICLES  

Purpose 

To update you on the review of Warrant of Fitness (WoF) and Certificate of Fitness A (CoF A) settings 
(the review) and confirm your comfort with the direction of travel.  

Key points 

 Officials have begun work on your commitment to review WoF and CoF A settings and identified 
a long list of potential changes for assessment against selected criteria. Potential changes to 
frequency requirements range from the straightforward and substantive (e.g. increases in the 
time between inspections) to more long-term transformative (e.g. distance-based inspection 
requirements).  

 The criteria we have developed for assessing options include consideration of ease of 
implementation. This focus is likely to mean our recommended change(s) to frequency 
requirements will not include fundamental shifts away from the current periodic approach. We 
are seeking your agreement to the criteria and resulting focus on options that deliver benefits in 
the short term.   

 We will meet with you to discuss this briefing at weekly officials on Wednesday, 10 September 
2025, ahead of providing a recommendation on changes for public consultation in October 2025. 
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12 We recommend you agree that the next stage of the review focus on options that are likely 
to deliver substantive benefits in the short term. Nonetheless, the long list of options 
includes a broad range of regulatory and non-regulatory settings. Some of these options will 
take time to implement (e.g. improvements in digital infrastructure), but achieving the 
reviews objectives will likely require a package of options working in tandem.  

Next steps 

13 We will meet with you at the weekly agency meeting on Wednesday, 10 September 2025 to 
discuss this briefing. Your feedback will guide our assessment of the long list of options and 
inform the final advice we provide to you in October 2025 to commence public consultation.  
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