
1 September 2021 

Dear

I refer to your request dated 4 August 2021, pursuant to the Official Information Act 1982 
(“the Act”), seeking: 

Under the Official Information Act the following briefings 

Question: What reports, briefings, memos, aides-memoire, notes or other written advice, 
if any, did the Minister receive relating to Airways NZ plans to withdraw services from 
seven airports, between 1 October 2020 and 5 July 2021, by title and date?  
Reply: - Visit to Hawkes Bay Airport - 18 March 2021 - Update on Kapiti Coast Airport - 
30 November 2020 - Air Navigation Services and Regional Air Connectivity - 9 February 
2021 - Meeting with the Minister of State Owned Enterprises - 23 February 2021.  

The following documents fall within the scope of your request: 

1. Meeting Briefing - Visit to Hawkes Bay Airport, 18 March 2021
2. Briefing - Update on Kāpiti Coast Airport, 30 November 2020
3. Briefing - Air Navigation Services and Regional Air Connectivity, 9 February 2021
4. Meeting Briefing – Meeting with the Ministers of State Owned Enterprises, 23

February 2021.

In relation to Document 3, I note that it has already been released under a separate 
request, dated 5 May 2021. For your convenience, you may access it, at page 28, via the 
following link: https://www.transport.govt.nz/assets/Uploads/OIA-
response/OIARequestReRegionalAirConnectivityAirwaysNZStructureAndIncentivesAndAi
rNavigationServices.pdf 

Certain information has been withheld from the released documents under the following 
sections of the Act: 

• Section 9(2)(a) in order to protect the privacy of natural persons.

• Section 9(2)(b)(ii) of the Act in order to protect information where the making
available of the information would be likely unreasonably to prejudice the
commercial position of the person who supplied or who is the subject of the
information.

• Section 9(2)(g)(i) in order to maintain the effective conduct of public affairs

through the free and frank expression of opinions by or between or to Ministers of

the Crown or members of an organisation or officers and employees of any public

service agency or organisation in the course of their duty.
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• Section 9(2)(f)(iv) of the Act in order to maintain the constitutional conventions for

the time being which protect the confidentiality of advice tendered by officials.

Additionally, certain information has been determined to fall outside of the scope of your 
request and this has been indicated in the documents, where applicable. 

In regard to the information that has been withheld, I am of the opinion that there are no 
countervailing considerations that make it desirable, in the public interest, to make the 
information available. 

You have the right, under section 28(3) of the Act to make a complaint about the 
withholding of information to the Ombudsman, whose address for contact purposes is: 

The Ombudsman  
Office of the Ombudsmen 
PO Box 10-152 
WELLINGTON 

Yours sincerely 

Tom Forster 
Manager, Economic Regulation 
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