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Battery Electric Vehicles 
Fleet size 

 
 

Graphical summary of registrations: 
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Trends in registrations and fleet size over the last five years: 

 
The proportion of zero and low emission vehicles in the fleet is also still relatively small (c.1%) with all 
CCD eligible vehicles accounting for over 8% of the light vehicle fleet.  
 

 
More detail of the weekly registrations can be found at the link below: 
https://www.transport.govt.nz/statistics-and-insights/fleet-statistics/weekly-electric-vehicle-report/ 
Responsibility: Jade Mackay, Acting Manager, Analytics and Modelling. 
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6. Transport Crown Entity and SOE Updates 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
New inquiries  / International Assistance 
Notice of a new rail inquiry opened by the Commission on 9 December 2022. 
RO-2022-104 opened by the Commission. 
Waka Kotahi notified the Commission on 9 December 2022 of a collision and derailment 
involving a shunt train and a heavy road vehicle. The accident occurred at Fertilizer Road level 
crossing in Whangarei at about 1450 on 7 December 2022.  
The circumstances reported to date are that a shunt train was propelling a rake of wagons 
towards the Port of Whangarei when it collided with a truck and trailer unit at the intersection 
of Fertilizer road and Port Road.  The collision overturned the trailer unit and derailed the front 
wagon of the train. A crew member onboard the train suffered serious injury as a result of the 
collision.    
TAIC has opened an inquiry under Section 13(1)b of the TAIC Act 1990 and appointed William 
Delaney as Lead Investigator. They will be supported by Jason Lawn.  
Notice of a new marine inquiry opened by the Commission on 12 December 2022. 
MO-2022-207 opened by the Commission  
Maritime New Zealand notified the Commission  on 12 December 2022, of a serious accident 
that  occurred onboard the New Zealand registered fishing trawler Boy Roel. The 
circumstances reported to date are that the skipper of the vessel suffered serious injury (two 
broken legs and a head injury) when the vessel’s winch equipment reportedly malfunctioned. 
The vessel was about 17 nautical miles off the Tauranga harbour entrance when the accident 
occurred.  
TAIC has opened an inquiry under section 13(1)b of the Transport Accident Investigation 
Commission Act and appointed Avinash Figueiredo as the TAIC investigator leading this 
inquiry.  Avinash is unavailable to travel currently; therefore Tim Burfoot and Dave Manuel will 
travel to Tauranga to conduct the site investigation.  
Notice of a new rail inquiry opened by the Commission on 10 January 2023, for your 
information. 
RO-2023-101 opened by the Commission  
Waka Kotahi notified the Commission of a worksite accident that had occurred near Te Puna 
on the East Coast Main Trunk Line.  
The circumstances reported to date are that two Hi-Rail Vehicles collided while undertaking 
track work in a section of track authorised for another group undertaking vegetation work. It is 
not clear whether the Hi-Rail Vehicles had the authority to enter this section of track at the 
time of the accident. The collision resulted in an injury to an occupant of one of the Hi-Rail 
Vehicles. Both vehicles were damaged as a result of the accident.  
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After some preliminary investigation, TAIC opened an inquiry under Section 13(1)b of the TAIC 
Act 1990 and appointed David Manuel as the investigator In-charge. David is unavailable to 
travel currently; therefore, William Delaney and Jason Lawn will travel to Tauranga to conduct 
the site investigation.   
Notice of a new aviation inquiry opened by the Commission on 17 January 2023 for 
your information. 
AO-2023-001 opened by the Commission 
The Civil Aviation Authority notified the Commission on 12 January 2023 of an airborne close 
proximity occurrence involving two helicopters that occurred at Queenstown Airport at about 
1400 hours on 27 December 2022. 
The circumstances reported to date are two helicopters, AS350 ZK-IDB The Helicopter Line 
and EC130 ZK-IUP Over the Top Helicopter Company, came within close proximity of each 
other during hover-taxi departure from the Queenstown Airport southern apron area. This 
resulted in ZK-IDB taking evasive action to avoid colliding with ZK-IUP. 
TAIC has opened an inquiry under Section 13(1) of the TAIC Act 1990 and appointed Hamish 
Johnstone as the investigator in-charge. He will be supported by Ian McClelland, Jeffrey 
Shearer and Penglin Song.  
Opening of Inquiry No. AO-2023-002 
An overseas aviation investigation that TAIC will assist.  
The Australian Transport Safety Bureau (ATSB) notified the Commission on 3 January 2023  
of an aviation accident that occurred on 2 January 2023 near the vicinity of the SeaWorld 
helipad in Brisbane, Australia.  
The ATSB reported that the accident involved a mid-air collision between two helicopters. One 
helicopter subsequently collided with terrain resulting in fatal injuries to 4 persons on board 
and serious injuries to 3 persons on board. The other helicopter sustained substantial damage 
and conducted a forced landing on the beach, with one person on board sustaining serious 
injuries and five others sustaining minor injuries.  
The ATSB has opened an investigation into the accident and, in accordance with Annex 13 to 
the ICAO Convention, requested New Zealand’s assistance to gather evidence from New 
Zealand-based organisations and for TAIC to act as a liaison for the New Zealand citizens 
involved in the accident.  
TAIC has opened an inquiry under Section 8 (2)(e) of the Transport Accident Investigation 
Commission Act (To cooperate and coordinate with other accident investigation organisations 
overseas, including taking evidence on their behalf) and appointed Jim Burtenshaw as the 
TAIC investigator-in-charge (accredited representative).   
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Update on the Emerging Technology Programme  
The Authority is implementing an Emerging Technologies Programme and has established an 
Emerging Technologies Unit which becomes operational on 24 January 2023.  
From 24 January 2023, the Authority will have dedicated internet resources available on its 
website in relation to the Programme and the Unit.  The website resources represent another 
step in the Authority providing easy to access resources to help emerging tech organisations 
understand how to engage with the Authority. 
Communications and External Engagement  
Note: as per normal media phone duties, CAA had one team member on call 24 December 
2022 - 4 January 2023 to respond to media queries. The most notable query was the 
AirTag/baggage tracker topic.  

Authority Media Summary- last 7 days  
Date Activity  Channel  
18 January 
2023   

Here’s what time you should actually get to the airport 
 
https://www.stuff.co.nz/travel/kiwi-traveller/130988888/heres-
what-time-you-should-actually-get-to-the-airport-ahead-of-an-
international-flight 
 
CAA provided information for WLG, ZQN and CHC screening 
points. 

Stuff  

16 January 
2023  

Aviation Authority hired second person linked to far-right 
group Action Zealandia 
 
https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/300783189/aviation-authority-
hired-second-person-linked-to-farright-group-action-zealandia 
 
CAA provided a statement saying we will not be commenting on 
individuals’ employment. 

Stuff  

13 January 
2023 

Stand up to helicopter wannabes (part three of the series) 
 
https://www.newsroom.co.nz/pro/stand-up-to-helipad-wannabes-
mike-lee-and-others-tell-council-planners 
 
Mentions the Civil Aviation Bill 

Newsroom  

s 9(2)(f)(iv)
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12 January 
2023  Game-changing spray drones coming 

The fully automated drones eliminate the need for a skilled pilot 
but face CAA regulation issues. 
Excerpt:  
Their drones can identify invasive trees/plants using machine 
learning and AI, autonomously navigate through complex terrain, 
calculate tree specific herbicide requirements and provide a 
controlled targeted dose. "By being able to remotely 
monitor/operate aircraft on operators' behalf, we have potential to 
sort out a bunch of logistical issues with the CAA [Civil Aviation 
Authority]. "It's an interesting approach but it's also a niche for 
New Zealand." 
This is where Callaghan Innovation, a government agency 
supporting hi-tech businesses, comes in. Its consultant Sophie 
Rebbeck says she has inherited remote-sensing drones, satellites 
and aircraft, and she is working with the agritech industry 
transformation plan group within Callaghan "trying to understand 
what some of their barriers are and how we could help them". 
"They've got their tech but it's sitting on the shelf because current 
CAA regulations can be quite a barrier; for example, the beyond 
vision and line of sight. With the current 101 certification, if you 
can't see your drone then you can't fly it. If you're working in large 
spaces, hills and gullies, it can be quite difficult."  
It takes 12 to 18 months to get Part 102 CAA certification, which 
means expensive hardware is not generating any revenue for the 
firms involved in developing it 

Bay of 
Plenty 
Times  

10 January 
2023  

Small parcel drone delivery one step closer in NZ 
 
https://www.stuff.co.nz/business/130913096/small-parcel-drone-
delivery-one-step-closer-in-nz-but-will-it-ever-become-reality 
 
Note – the article does say this company is yet to lodge or file 
anything with the CAA. 
 

Stuff  
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Planned communications and engagement – December 2022/March 2023 

When What  Why 
December 
2022 -
February 
2023 

Summer season digital campaigns – 
run by AvSec. Reminders about 
packing batteries and how to prepare 
for security screening.  

Batteries are by far the most removed 
item from passenger luggage. 
Summer travel messaging - aligning 
with airport and other agency 
campaigns.  

January 2023 New Revised GAP booklets 
released. Include details on:   

• Dealing with an accident 
scene  

• NZ airspace  

Part of ongoing business as usual to 
provide education materials to the 
aviation community.  

January 2023 New posters that describe:  

• Safety on the apron  
• Safety around helicopters  

Part of ongoing BAU to provide 
education materials to the aviation 
community. 

March 2023 CAA briefing – newsletters emailed 
to industry. 

Stakeholder engagement – actioned 
three times per year via MailChimp.  

Vector 
Autumn issue  

Aviation industry magazine. A way of getting relevant information to 
industry in an easy to read format.  

 
 
 

 
 
No update this week.  
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Safer boating  
Maritime NZ’s summer recreational boating work involves national and regional focussed 
behaviour change campaigns and working in partnership with harbourmasters and boating 
organisations who have direct contact with boaties. For example, work with harbourmasters 
has included a bar crossing awareness day in Whakatane, safer boating promotions in 
Hawkes Bay, and the joint “no excuses” on-the-water campaign between harbourmasters 
and Maritime NZ regional staff across various regions, all directly interacting with boaties to 
pass on safety messages and in the case of some boaties fines have been issued by 
harbourmasters for breaches of Rules. 
Maritime NZ runs a grant process for initiatives that have shown to, or will, improve 
recreational boating and craft safety and provided fuel excise duty funding for 24 safer 
boating projects around the country, all run by boating organisations and councils. An 
example, and probably the most prominent is, Coastguard’s Old4New lifejacket upgrade 
scheme available at boat ramps, marinas and Boating & Outdoors’ stores. Coastguard says 
that since the inception of Old4New, more than 15,000 old or damaged lifejackets have been 
traded in and upgraded. This summer’s national schedule is here 
https://old4new.coastguard.nz/van-schedule/ 
Our multi-year national behaviour change campaign, Kia Mataara, is at its busiest over 
summer. Its focus is three key water safety messages: check the proper marine forecast, 
carry two forms of waterproof communication and wear a lifejacket. We are targeting a 
primary audience of men aged 45+ with a boating and sailing interest (this is the group with 
the most recreational boating fatalities), and a secondary audience of all people aged 18-24 
with water sports interest (this is the group with biggest increase in participation rates). The 
summer advertising is still running and analysis of its reach and impact will be provided to 
you when available. A partnership with MetService is part of the campaign and some of the 
initial data shows that in the first two weeks 155,294 unique browsers visiting MetService’s 
website were directed from town or regional pages to the correct marine page because they 
should have been looking at the marine forecast. Also, in that initial period, a total of 514,024 
unique browsers have been reached by the MetService campaign in some way with safer 
boating messages.  
 
Summary of maritime incidents over summer 
While the summer saw fewer serious harm or fatality incidents for the recreational and 
commercial craft and boating sectors, overall fatalities this year were higher than in previous 
years. In summary over summer: 

• The one recreational boating fatality reported over the holiday period is being 
investigated. This was a kayaking incident. This brings the unconfirmed total number 
of recreational boating fatalities to 19 for the calendar year. The average over the last 
10 years is 16 fatalities a year and the five year average is 17 fatalities. 

• Maritime NZ is investigating a collision in Wanaka in late December between a 
commercial jet boat and a recreational jet boat. The driver of the recreational craft 
suffered broken ribs and lung damage.  

• The investigation into the death of 40-year-old crew member on a container ship in 
Bluff was closed after it revealed the man had suffered a heart attack.  
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• The Rescue Coordination Centre NZ has issued a coastal navigation warning after 
two empty containers were reported lost overboard from a containership travelling 
from Napier to Tauranga during Cyclone Hale. Maritime NZ Inspectors met the 
vessel in Tauranga and have decided to take no further action against it. 

• Other incidents reported over summer continue to be triaged and we are working with 
local harbourmasters (where appropriate) to determine the best course of action on a 
case-by-case basis. These include several dozen recreational boating incidents 
reported to Maritime NZ, including collisions, vessels overturning and people not 
understanding the rules. The number and types of reports is similar to last summer. 

 
Search and rescue (SAR) summer snapshot 
The Rescue Coordination Centre NZ (RCCNZ) has had a bustling start to the summer period 
with the busiest December on record closing the busiest year ever for the centre. The 
increased number of responses in all environments, land, sea and air, is due to the 
continuing trend of more people taking distress beacons with them and the increasing 
number of recreational boating and craft users in New Zealand. This is good news – 
beacons provide accurate locations that make the search part of a SAR operation much 
faster, which makes it more likely lives are saved. The summary of beacon statistics, 1 
December 2022 to 16 January 2023, is: 

 
From 1 to 16 January 2023, 85 SAR missions have already been logged (not all were 
beacon activations) and 2023 is shaping up to be another record breaking year for RCCNZ. 
 
SAR examples 
Below are two examples of SAR operations over summer. The first is broadly typical and 
highlights how a beacon can save lives – it provided a good location and, even as night was 
falling, the four men were rescued. If they had been in the water overnight, hyperthermia 
would have been a grave risk. The second example shows the success of international 
cooperation, with four countries involved. 

• At 8.20pm, 30 December, an EPIRB was activated 18km East off Cape Brett. It 
belonged to a 5.5m recreational vessel, Stray Dog, from Bay of Islands with four 
people on board. RCCNZ tasked Coastguard and a rescue helicopter and broadcast 
Mayday radio messages to all vessels in the area. Private superyacht, The Beast, 
was nearest and launched its tender, which found the four men in the water 3km from 
their capsized boat. They were transferred to a Coastguard vessel and brought 
ashore for medical treatment. RCCNZ coordinated five SAR agencies and it is 
estimated that four lives were saved. 
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• On 11 January, the Fiji Rescue Coordination Centre asked RCCNZ for assistance 
with drift modelling for the possible location of a Kiribati fishing boat missing with two 
men on board. Fiji RCC then asked for assistance with an aerial search. A United 
States Coast Guard aircraft began the search before a New Zealand aircraft could 
arrive but did not find the missing boat. However, that helped the search by 
confirming where the boat had not drifted to and RCCNZ then revised the search 
area. New Zealand Defence Force responded to RCCNZ’s request for an aircraft by 
sending a P3 Orion, which found the missing men inside the revised search area 
within an hour of arriving on scene (below). Four SAR agencies were involved and 
two lives were saved. International support is additional to the New Zealand statistics 
listed above. This is very likely the last time the P3 Orion will be tasked with SAR, 
and will be missed, with 
the replacement aircraft 
the P8 Poseidon not due 
to be introduced as a 
replacement for SAR 
until July 2023. After 
years of dedicated 
service to New Zealand 
and the Southwest 
Pacific it is a fitting way 
for the P3K2 to leave 
service on its last SAR 
mission – saving lives.    
 

Search and rescue (SAR) graduation and training of Fiji Navy SAR officers 
Five Search and Rescue Officers (SARO), including two from the Fijian navy, have 
completed Rescue Coordination Centre NZ’s three-month SARO course. The purpose of the 
course is to prepare the participants to coordinate complex search and rescues at sea or on 
the land. The students were trained across many subjects including meteorology, the 
aviation system, chart work and plotting, drift modelling, incident management and working 
with media. Importantly, Fiji Navy SAROs Lemeki Lenoa and Mosese Tikicidre, also 
established relationships with their New Zealand SAR colleagues. By training together, as 
well as getting new skills and knowledge, they also gain a common understanding, making it 
easier to immediately work together, which we often have to do across huge areas of the 
Pacific Ocean. 

 
Rescue Coordination Centre NZ (RCCNZ) and Safety Services General Manager Justin 
Allan, left, and Neville Blakemore, Manager Safety Systems and Infrastructure, far right, with 
the graduates from RCCNZ’s latest SARO course: Lemeki Lenoa, Mosese Tikicidre, Tom 
Rae, Arne Pallentin and Alex Taylor. 
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Livestock ship inspections and other ship inspections 
Since the tragic sinking of the Gulf Livestock 1 in September 2020, Maritime NZ has been 
attending each livestock vessel calling at New Zealand for the first time in order to conduct a 
focused inspection looking at specific safety issues related to carriage of livestock.  
These focused livestock inspections have not identified any common concerns or systemic 
issues with this fleet of vessels. Maritime NZ is, however, seeing a range of safety issues on 
other non-livestock ships, both international and domestic ships, particularly as COVID has 
impacted the maintenance of some vessels. Since October 2022, Maritime NZ has had to 
detain six ships for safety and environmental issues. We also had a situation over summer 
where a stevedore lent on a railing which gave way and fell into the water, but managed to 
swim to shore. None of these vessels were livestock carriers. 
After reviewing current risk profiles, and after consulting with MPI on this issue, Maritime NZ 
intends to no longer inspect every livestock ship because they are new to New Zealand and, 
instead, will focus its effort on where current known risks exist.  
With this change in approach we will still attend and inspect specific livestock ships (whether 
first time or repeat callers), where we are aware there are risks or if they have not had an 
inspection by a maritime authority for some time. 
The poor quality of vessels, increasing workload pressure on staff, and call from the sector 
to increase inspections because of the safety risks, re-enforces both the issues raised in the 
Port Health and Safety work, and through our own work as part of Te Korowa o Katiakitanga, 
that this is an area where more capacity is needed. 
 
Maritime in the media 
Following several recreational craft incidents over the Christmas-New Year break, Maritime 
NZ issued a press release highlighting areas of concern, and how to report dangerous 
activities on the water. This press release was picked up by Newstalk ZB and Today FM, 
with both agencies interviewing the named spokesperson. 
After a Givealittle page was set up for an injured man on the Coromandel, we received a 
request from NZ Herald asking if an investigation is underway into an incident where a man 
was injured on a mussel barge. Our Investigations Team is now making enquiries about the 
incident, and we have informed the reporter that we are making enquiries into what took 
place.  
Recently, the Coroner made recommendations about education needed for kayakers after 
the 2019 drowning of a kayaker off Waiheke Island. The Waiheke Gulf News requested 
information about what Maritime NZ is doing to educate the public about recreational craft 
safety. We provided the publication with details of how we work alongside our safer boating 
partners and our behaviour change campaign, and the work that is underway across the 
sector to prevent harm involving recreational craft.  
NZ Herald reporter, George Block, has recently received from LINZ historical information 
about a 2011 notification of an ‘unexploded ordnance’ in the Tasman Sea. Maritime NZ and 
LINZ have referred Mr Block to the New Zealand Defence Force.  
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